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IVADAS

Kaune, Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejuje (toliau — VDKM), yra memorialiné ,Lituanicos®
ekspozicija, kuria tikriausiai aplanké kiekvienas Lietuvos gyventojas, kurig skuba apziaréti i§ sve-
timos $alies atvykes tautietis. Cia saugomos kiekvienam lietuviui brangios masy tautos siiny Ste-
pono Dariaus ir Stasio Giréno zygdarbio relikvijos. Iki S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno skrydzio 1933-iujy
vasarg Atlanto vandenyna bandyta perskristi 73 kartus, ta¢iau tik apie 30 skrydziy buvo sékmingi
ir tik 3 kartus pavyko be nutipimo nuskristi daugiau kaip 6 takstancius kilometry. Savo gyvenimu
ir skrydziu per Atlanta lakanai jrodé, kad ir maza tauta gali iSauginti dvasios galitinus, prie§ kuriuos
lenkia galvas visas pasaulis.

1933 m. liepos 15 d., 6 val. 24 min., nedideliu léktuvu, pavadintu ,Lituanica®, pakile i§ Niu-
jorko Floido Beneto (Floyd Bennett) aerodromo, lakanai pasiryzo jveikti Atlanta ir be nutapimo
nuskristi iki Kauno. Savo sumanymui jgyvendinti S. Darius ir S. Girénas jsigijo Sesiavietj 365 AG
léktuvy ,Bellanca Pacemaker CH-300“ ir jj patobulino - pailgino sparnus, jmontavo galingesnj
variklj, jrengé papildomus kuro ir tepaly bakus. 1933 m. liepos 17 d., 0 val. 36 min., dabartinés
Lenkijos zeméje, Myslibozo (buves Soldinas) apylinkéje, P$¢elniko kaimo miske, amzinai nurimo
perskridusiy Atlantg ir didele Europos dalj narsiyjy lakany $irdys ir ,Lituanicos” variklio gausmas.
Iki skrydzio pabaigos — Kauno aerodromo - tebuvo like apie 650 kilometry, mazdaug trys skri-
dimo valandos. Didvyriy zatj iki $iol tebegaubia paslaptis. Sis skrydis numatytu marsrutu buvo
tiksliausias. Pagal be nusileidimo nuskrista nuotolj — 6411 kilometry — tai buvo antras pasiekimas
aviacijos istorijoje. Tik 37 val. 11 min. (ketvirtas rezultatas pagal i$bita ore laika) tetruko ,Litua-
nicos” skrydis, ta¢iau Lietuvai jis reik§mingesnis uz kelis istorijos desimtme¢ius. Jaunos, nedidelés
valstybés sany zygdarbis plac¢iai nuskambéjo pasaulyje i$garsindamas Lietuvos varda, tad nenuos-
tabu, kad netrukus po tragiskos lakiiny Zaties pradéta rapintis didvyriy atminimo jamzinimu ir jy

skrydzio relikvijy i$saugojimu.



Senasis Karo muziejus. XX a. 3-iojo desimtmecio vidurys.
Old War Museum. Middle of the 3rd decade of the XXth century

,LITUANICOS“ SKRYDZIO RELIKVIJOS VDKM RINKINTUOSE

1933 m. Karo muziejus vis dar glaudési senosiose patalpose — buvusioje cerkvéje ir 111-o0jo
Dono péstininky pulko manieze. 1930 metais, minint Vytauto DidZiojo mirties S00-3sias metines,
buvo pasventintas naujojo Karo muziejaus pastato kertinis akmuo, muziejui suteiktas Vytauto Di-
dZiojo vardas. Pagal architekto V. Dubeneckio projekta greta senojo pastato kilo naujieji muziejaus

ramai.



ELTOS korespondentas Berlyne Viktoras Kaupas, inz. Kestutis Bulota ir karo aviacijos kpt. Vladas Morkus i$nesa
lakany palaikus i§ Soldino koplyc¢ios. Vokietija, 1933 m. liepos 19 d.

ELTA's reporter in Berlin Viktoras Kaupas, engineer Kestutis Bulota, and Air Force captain Vladas Morkus carries dead
pilots bodies from Soldin chapel. On 19 July 1933, Germany

Po 1933 m. liepos 17 d. jvykusios ,Lituanicos® tragedijos buvo nutarta transatlantinj skrydj
liudijancias relikvijas perkelti j Karo muziejy. Jau liepos 19 d. j Kauna ,Derulufto” léktuvu buvo
atskraidinti S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno palaikai, o kitg dieng jvyko i$kilmingos ir be galo jaudinancios
laidotuvés, kuriose dalyvavo daugiau kaip 50 takst. Zzmoniy.

Pirmieji eksponatai (léktuvo ,Lituanica“ nuolauzos, S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno daiktai bei do-

kumentai, surinkti katastrofos vietoje) liepos 24 d. gelezinkeliu atgabenti j Kaung, i senajj Karo



Postal Telegraph

l—‘ﬁ. g R BA

Frorm 181,

T AG59 98 CABLE=N KAUNAS £31P JUL 18 1933
LC LITHUANIAN CONSULATE=
CHICAGO[ 100 NORTH BELLEVUE )=

LIEPOS 18 POPIET ZUVUSIU LAKUNU KUNAI SUDEDAMI IS8 BERLYNO
ATVEZTUOSNA KARSTUOSNA STOP LIEPOS 19 & VAL AEROKLUBO ATSTOVY
IR PASIUNTINYBES NARIU SU LIETUVOS ATSTOVO PAVADUOTUOJU DYMSA
PRYSAKY TAUTINEMIS VELIAVOMIS APDENGT| KARSTAI LYDIM| Bys
ISKILMINGA| 10 VAL ATVEZTI STETTINAN KUR LAUKS TRIMOTORINIS

LEKTUVAS KURIS STARTUOS 11,30 STOP 14 VAL LEKTUVAS BUS
KARALIAUCIUJE 1€ ‘KAUND AERODROME KUR ZUVUSIUS DIDVYRIUS SUTIKS
VYRIAUSYBE IR VISUOMENE IR PALYDES BAZILIKON STOP LIEPO 20
PAMALDOS BAZILIKOJE KURIAS CELEBRUOS ARKIVYSKUPAS 18 BAZIL IKOS
BUS LYDIMI KAUNO KAPINESNA KUR LAKUNAI BUS LAIKINAI PADET I
SAPINIU KOPLYTELEJ KOL BUS PASTATYTAS RUSYS PAMINKLAS STOP
DUOKITE SPAUDAI=

ELTA
«131P

Telegrama, kuria prane$ama apie transatlantiniy lakany zatj ir jy palaiky parvezima. 1933 m. liepos 18 d.
Telegram which informed about the pilot’s death and the transportation of their bodies. July 18, 1933



Lietuvos, Kor salatc
Chicagoje . JTA:

&~

el 21 AN,

Washington, D. C. liepos mén. 18d. - Lietuvos Respublikos
Prezidentas per UZsieniy Reikaly Ministerija paved& Lietuvos
Pasiuntinybei Washington'e pareik3ti Zuvusiy lakiing kap. S.
Dariaus ir S. Giréno giminéms sekandio turinio uZuojauta:

"Daug drasuoliy mégino perskiisti Atlanto vandenyna; daug
Ju Zuvo Jo bangose; tik nedaugeliui pavyko nugald&ti oro erdves
tarp Europos ir Amerikos Zemyny. Tarp ty nedaugelio drasuoliyp
yra ir Jisy stn@is. Déja, nugalé&je Atlantz, nemané, kad nelaimé
laukia jyu netoli tévynés sieny. Lietuvos Vyriausybé kartu su
visa Tauta 1iUdi d&l tragiSkos didvyriy mirties ir reiskia Jums
3irdingiausia uZuojauta. Tesuramina Jus viltis, kad jy did-
vyriSkas %ygls yra jra3ytas Lietuviy Tautos ¥irdyje ir amZiais
bus gyvas. Ju did¥io Zygio nepamir¥ T8vynd,kurios garbei paaukojo

savo gyvybes.
Antanas Smetona,
Respublikos Prezidentas."

Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento Antano Smetonos uzuojautos, pareikstos zuvusiy lakany S. Dariaus ir
S. Giréno giminéms, tekstas. 1933 m.
President of the Republic of Lithuania Antanas Smetona’s condolence letter to the families of S. Darius and

S. Girenas. 1933



S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno laidotuviy procesija Vilniaus gatve i§ Arkikatedros bazilikos. 1933 m. liepos 20 d.
S. Darius and S. Girenas (S. Girénas) funeral procession from Cathedral Basilica through Vilnius Street. July 20, 1933

muziejy, o liepos 27 d. dar dézése buvo parodyti muziejaus lankytojams. Pagal léktuvo , Lituanica®
daliy sarasa, sudaryta 1933 m. liepos 24 d., i§ geleZinkelio stoties j Karo muziejy buvo atgabenti
$ie daiktai: septynios vaziuoklés dalys, desiniojo sparno viduriné dalis, kairiojo lonZerono dalis
su trosais, keturi sparny spyriai, keturi eleronai, motoro rémo lankas, trys liemens drobés gabalai,
stabilizatoriaus kairioji ir desinioji dalys, auk§tumos vairo kairioji ir desinioji dalys, postkio vairo
dalys, dvi pagalvéleés lakanams sédeéti, dvi vairalazdés, du pedalai, dirzo gabalas, liemens, sparny

krastiniai ir viduriniai bei alyvos bakai ir skardinés. Sarase i§vardynti ir muziejui perduoti léktuvo



Lakany asmeniniai daiktai, 1933 m. liepos 27 d. Karo muziejuje parodyti lankytojams.
Personal pilot’s belongings, on July 27, 1933 exhibited to visitors of War Museum

borto prietaisai: tachometras, posakio rodyklé, paprastas kompasas, laikrodis, termometras, ben-
zino manometras, derivometras, Ziroskopiné krypties rodyklé, indukcinis kompasas, benzino ran-
kinis siurblys, magnety jungiklis, alyvos ir benzino filtrai, motoro propelerio grupés daiktai: devy-
ni cilindrai, karteris, du karbiuratoriai, benzino ir alyvos siurbliai. Sj sarasa sudaré plk. Itn. Antanas
Gustaitis, mjr. J. Grigiskis ir mjr. A. Gavelis'. Tarpzinybinés komisijos transatlantiniy lakany a. a.

kpt. Dariaus ir Itn. Giréno palaikams globoti posédzio, jvykusio 1933 m. liepos 24 d., metu pagal

! 1933 07 24 LR Tarpzinybinés transatlantiniy lakiiny a. a. kpt. Dariaus ir Itn. Giréno palaikams globoti komisijos sudarytas

lektuvo ,Lituanicos“ pergabenty Kaunan daliy sarasas, Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejaus archyvas (toliau - VDKMA), b. 59,1 1.
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Lakany asmeniniai daiktai, 1933 m. liepos 27 d. Karo muziejuje parodyti lankytojams.
Personal pilot’s belongings, on July 27, 1933 exhibited to visitors of War Museum



Lakainy asmeniniai daiktai, 1933 m. liepos 27 d. Karo muziejuje parodyti lankytojams.
Personal pilot’s belongings, on July 27, 1933 exhibited to visitors of War Museum
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Borto lenta.
Board table

akta Nr. 1 Lietuvos Respublikos uZsienio reikaly ministerijos atstovas, ELTOS direktorius E. Tu-
rauskas perdavé komisijai, kurig sudaré Karo aviacijos atstovas plk. Itn. A. Gustaitis, aeroklubo at-
stovas mjr. J. Grigiskis ir inzinierius K. Bulota, lakiiny asmeninius daiktus ir dokumentus, surinktus
katastrofos vietoje: du atstumo ir vieng vandenyno Zemélapius, borto knyga, keturis antspaudus
su pagalvéle, keturis uzrady bloknotus, dvi navigacijos lenteles, keturis neatpléstus ir vieng atplésta
vokus su laigkais, dvi nuotraukas, licencija®. Pagal Lietuvos pasiuntinybés Berlyne valdininko L.
Maziliausko pateikta sara$a buvo perduoti zibintuvélis ir sekstantas®. Be atskiro sarago minétai ko-

misijai perduoti kartoniné dézuté su skrydzio réméjy knyga, uzrasy knygelé ,Memo book", du tusti

2 Tenpat,1.2.

3 Tenpat.



vokai, mediné perlizusi lentelé sulempute (ant jos buvo daromi uzrasai apie benzino kieki) ir pies-
tuky déklas. Pagal vokieciy sudarytg sara$a Stepono Dariaus daiktai buvo § ir 1 dolerio banknotai,
1, 5ir 25 centy monetos, nejvardyta moneta, du laiskai, Zemélapis, du spaudiniai, trys laikrodziai,
laikrodzio grandinélé, parkeris, Sukos, du galvaniniai elementai, peiliukas, odiniai vir$eliai su dviem
liudijimais, pasas, knygelé; Stasio Giréno daiktai: pasas, uzrasy knygelé, du parkeriai, dvidesimt
trys nuotraukos, atvirukas, odiniai vir$eliai, penkios vizitinés kortelés, dvi dézutés su medikamen-
tais, knygelé su liudijimais, centimetrinis mastelis, trys 1 dolerio banknotai, 1 dolerio ir penkios 25
centy monetos, stiklinis indelis su morfijum, nosing, dvi auksinés S doleriy, dvi 10 centy, trys 1
cento monetos, Svento Kristoforo medalis, raktelis, knyguté*. Pagal sarasa minétai komisijai buvo
atiduoti ir daktaro V. Kaupo atvezti daiktai: gabalélis léktuvo drobés, laikrodZio reklama, didelis
impregnuotas ir mazas vokai, prira§ytas bloknoto lapelis, iSkarpa i$ laikras¢io, navigacijos lentelé.
Komisija perémé $esiolika jvairios paskirties Zemélapiy: naktiniy linijy Berlynas—Hanoveris—Ams-
terdamas ir Londonas—Kelnas, Airijos, DidZiosios Britanijos ir Airijos, Europos, Rusijos, Skotijos,
Niujorko-Niufaundlendo, Kalé-Kelno, Dublino-Londono, JAV, Europos apzvalgos N 13, L 14, K
13, MNO 14 ir kompasinj zemélapius®. Taigi, $io akto duomenimis, i§ viso perduota 137 muzieji-
nés vertybés. Kai kurie lakany asmeniniai daiktai buvo grazinti jy giminéms. Remiantis Lietuvos
aeroklubo i$duotu pazyméjimu, 1933 m. rugséjo 25 d. S. Dariaus sesers Aurelijos (Loros) vyrui
J- Nalsonui (Naslénui) buvo atiduoti Karo muziejuje buve sie kpt. S. Dariaus asmeniniai daiktai:
piniginé su 11 doleriy ir 31 centu, nejvardyta moneta, laikrodis, $ukos, peiliukas ir parkeris®.

Ne visos ,Lituanicos” korpusg ir sparnus dengusios drobés dalys pateko j muziejy. Dalj juy
pasisavino vietos gyventojai, pirmieji atvyke j lektuvo katastrofos vieta. Tai patvirtino Vokietijos
oro policijos mjr. Hatendorfas, kuriam buvo pavesta istirti léktuvo katastrofos priezastis. Vykda-

mas j jvykio vieta, oro policijos majoras sutiko Zmoniy, kurie ne$ési kazkokius oranzinés spalvos

4

Ten pat.
° Tenpat,l 3.

© 1933 09 25 Lietuvos aeroklubo pazyméjimas, ten pat, . 4.
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S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno naudotas deguonies aparatas.
S. Darius’ and S. Girenas’ oxygen apparatus



Gertuvés ir metalinis sudedamasis puodelis.
Flasks and metallic transforming cup

medziagos gabalus. Véliau mjr. Hatendorfas j ,Lituanicos” katastrofos vieta atvykusiam ELTOS
korespendentui V. Kaupui teisinosi, kad minétoji vokie¢iy tarnyba nieko nezinojo apie ,Lituani-
cos“ skrydj. Tik liepos 17 d., mazdaug 10 val,, Zinia apie Soldino apylinkése nukritusj léktuva (ka-
tastrofa jvyko 0 val. 36 min.) pasieké Berlyna. Tuomet mjr. Hatendorfas ir i§vyko j ,Lituanicos*
zuties vieta.

Kai j Solding i§ Lietuvos nuvyko mjr. A. Maciuika, vokiec¢iy policija grieztai jsaké vietos
gyventojams grazinti parsinestus j namus ,suvenyrus” — léktuvo dalis. Uz $io jsakymo nevykdy-
ma buvo grasinama mirties bausme. I$sigandusieji léktuvo dalis grazino. Tadiau véliau j muziejaus

rinkinius pateke dokumentai byloja, kad ne visi Soldino apylinkése pabtugo $ios bausmés. 1933 m.

15
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S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno gabento oro pasto krepsys ir laiskai.
S. Darius and S. Girenas carried airmail bag and letters

rugpjicio 18 d. Soldino meras E. Eicholcas (E. Eicholz) savo laitke DZozefinai Petrus, gyvenusiai
JAV ir pazinojusiai S. Dariaus $eima, Zadéjo atsiysti gabalélj oranZinés ,Lituanicos®

S. Dariaus dukra Nijolé Dariaté-Mastariené savo knygoje ,Darius ir Girénas“ apra$é pirmy-
ju lietuviy, atvykusiy j katastrofos vieta, prisiminimus. Ji mini, kad vietiniai gyventojai rankiojo dar
likusias miske léktuvo liekanas ir émé jas atminimui’.

Véliau parvezta j Karo aviacijos dirbtuves, ,Lituanica“ buvo dar karty apvogta. Sj kartg —

savyjy. 1933 m. Zurnale ,Trimitas“ buvo i$spausdinta Zinuté, kad Karo aviacijos sargybos kuopos

" N. Dariaté-Mastariené, Darius ir Girénas, Vilnius, 1991, p. 170.



Oro pasto antspaudai, kli$és ir antspaudy pagalvéles.
Air mail stamps, clichés and stamp’s pillows

eilinis Petras Dzidzevi¢ius tapo didelj paveikslg ant drobés, nupléstos nuo ,Lituanicos” sparny.
Paveiksle turéjo buti pavaizduoti nataralaus dydzio lakanai, $alia jy — léktuvo priekis, o melsva-
me danguje — skrendanti oranziné ,Lituanica®. Nutapyta paveiksla buvo ketinama pakabinti Karo
aviacijos sargybos kuopos kareivinése. Kad paveikslas buvo nutapytas ir pakabintas minétose ka-
reivinése, liudija i$likusi nuotrauka. Véliau jis, matyt, buvo nukabintas prasidéjus pirmajai soviety
okupacijai, nes j $ias kareivines 1940 m. jsikrausté soviety armija. Tad tolesnis paveikslo, nutapyto
ant ,Lituanicos® sparny drobés, likimas iki $iol neaiskus.

Vyriausybés paskirta Tarpzinybiné komisija transatlantiniy lakany S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno

palaikams globoti posédyje, jvykusiame 1933 m. rugséjo 22 d., nutar¢, kad , Lituanicos“ nuolauzas,

17



18

= ‘.\: it

ey SEASICK

Indas su pieninio $okolado likudiais ir S. Giréno vaistai.
Bottle with chocolate remains and S. Girenas medicaments

kurios saugomos Karo muziejuje, reikia sutvarkyti taip, kad jas buty galima eksponuoti — parodyti
lankytojams. , Turédama galvoje kalbamy liekany garbingumaq ir léktuvo restauravimo darbo sudétin-
gumaq, Komisija buvo vieningos nuomoneés, kad $j darbqg tegali atlikti tik Karo aviacijos dirbtuvés, ir
nutareé kreiptis j atitinkamq Karo vyresnybe Siuo reikalu.” ® Karo muziejaus vir$ininko gen. Itn. V. Na-
geviciaus raste Nr. 697 Generalinio $tabo valdybos vir$ininkui pranesama, kad:

1. ,Lituanicos” likutiai ir Dariaus — Giréno palaikai Vytauto DidZiojo muziejuje turéty biti pri-
jungti prie karo aviacijos skyriaus; 2. Charakteringiausi ir , Lituanicos" likuciai ir visi tinkami ekspona-
vimui palaikai turéty biti tinkamai sutvarkyti ir iSstatyti aviacijos skyriuje atskiry eksponaty pavidale.

Cia pat turéty biiti isstatytas ir tikslus, bet kartu ir nedidelis , Lituanicos” modelis (vietos ekonomija)...”®

81933 10 18 LR Tarpzinybinés komisijos transatlantiniy lakiiny a. a. kpt. Dariaus ir Itn. Giréno palaikams globoti laiskas Vyriau-

siojo Stabo virininkui, VDKMA, b. 59, 1. 6.

1933 12 04 LR KAM Karo muziejaus virsininko gen. ltn. V. Nagevi¢iaus ratas Nr. 697 Vyriausiojo $tabo valdybos virgininkui,

ten pat, 1. 10.
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LITUANICA
1933

SKRIDIMO

Skrydzio réméjy knyga. 1JAV dolerio banknotai. 1928 m.
Flight sponsors book 1 USA dollar banknote, 1928

Siekiant kuo geriau sutvarkyti Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriy ir jrengti ,Lituanicos“ eks-
pozicija, 1933 m. spalio 28 d. buvo paskirta nuolatiné muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus tvarkymo ko-
misija. J3 sudaré mjr. Antanas Maciuika (pirmininkas), mjr. Jonas Spokevicius ir Itn. Jonas Mikeé-
nas. Véliau komisijos sudétis keitési: komisijos nariu vietoje mijr. J. Spokeviciaus tapo mjr. Vytautas
Jablonskis, o pirmininku — mjr. Vytautas Cemarka.

Generalinio $tabo plk. Stasio Pundzevi¢iaus 1933 m. lapkri¢io 17 d. raporte Nr. 5898
Vyriausiojo $tabo vir$ininkui ra§oma, kad jau lapkri¢io 14 d. ,Lituanicos” nuolauzos perveztos
i§ Karo muziejaus j Karo aviacijos dirbtuves, kur bus sutvarkytos ir paruostos eksponuoti. Plk.
S. Pundzevicius kélé klausima: ,Kaip geriau pasielgti su ,Lituanica ir kitais Zuvusiyjy lakiny palai-

kais, talpinant juos naujuose muziejaus rimuose ir kaip buty pageidaujama sutvarkyti bendrai karo
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

S. Dariaus pasas.
Passport of the S. Darius

muziejaus aviacijos skyrius, nes tvarkant Dariaus ir Giréno palaikus negalima iSvengti nepertvarkius
ir kity aviacijos eksponaty.” '° Tadiau skirti 1é$y ekspozicijai jrengti Krasto apsaugos ministerija at-
sisaké, todél finansuojama buvo i§ muziejaus biudzeto bei Dariaus ir Giréno paminklui pastatyti
komiteto surinkty visuomenés auky. Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriui tvarkyti komisija 1934 m.
vasario 21 d. dar karta apsvarsté transatlantinio skrydzio relikvijy paruo$imo ir i§déstymo ekspo-
zicijoje klausimg ir nutaré: ,Lituanicos” stambesnes griauciy lickanas sutvirtinti ir iSstatyti ant tam

tytia paruosto pastato ir apdengti stiklu; paruosti lektuvo daviniy bei charakteristikos lentele; paruosti

101933 11 17 LR KAM Karo aviacijos vir$ininko gen. §t. plk. S. Pundzevi¢iaus raportas Vyriausiojo $tabo virsininkui, ten pat, 1. 9.



S. Giréno pasas.
Passport of the S. Girénas

,Lituanicos’ modelj 1:10 po stikliniu pastatu, kurio apacioj reljefiskas vandenyno vaizdas; paruosti lentq
po stiklu, kur isdélioti visi skridimo navigaciniai prietaisai su paaiskinimais; paruosti grafiskq atvaizdg
skridimo pasiruo$imo ir kelio; sudéti j stiklines vitrinas vidualinius lakany palaikus, paruosti is lakiiny
gyvenimo fotografijy judomgq vitring ir vitring perskridimo atgarsiams spaudoje.”"!

Siems darbams atlikti buvo sudaryta sgmata — 14 600 lity'2. 1934 m. gruodzio S d. Dariaus ir

Giréno paminklui statyti komitetas jau buvo surinkes 173$ litus, o , Lituanicos” ekspozicijai jrengti

" 1934 02 21 LR KAM Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriui tvarkyti komisijos susirinkimo protokolas, ten pat, L. 16.

121935 01 03 Dariaus ir Giréno skyriui jruosti Vytauto DidZiojo muziejuje komisijos protokolas, ten pat, 1. 24.
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S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno parkeriai.
Pencils of the S. Darius and S. Girenas



S JAV doleriy auksinés monetos. 1908, 1910 m.
5 USA dollar golden coins. 1908, 1910

1JAV dolerio, 25, 10 JAV centy monetos.
1 USA dollar, 25, 10 USA cents coins

Carlzo Augusto Lindbergo (Charles Augustus Lindbergh) medalis, teiktas u? transatlantinj skrydj. JAV —
Prancizija, 1927 m.
Medal of Charles Augustus Lindbergh given for transatlantic flight. USA — France. 1927
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Prozektorius ir elementai.
Floodlight and battery cells

pervedé 1000 lity". Lietuvos aeroklubas valdybos posédyje nutaré taip pat skirti 163y $iai ekspozi-
cijai sutvarkyti'*. 1935 m. kovo 27 d. Dariaus ir Giréno paminklui statyti komitetas pranesé, kad i§
paminklo fondo ,Lituanicos” ekspozicijai sutvarkyti buvo paskirta 6 takst. lity"s.

1934 m. gruodzio 13 d. Ministry kabinetas nutaré ,Lituanicos® ekspozicijai paskirti

131934 12 05 Dariaus-Giréno paminklo statyti komiteto pirmininko prof. Z. Zemaicio laigkas Karo aviacijos vir$ininkui, ten pat, . 21.

14193501 15 Lietuvos aeroklubo (toliau - LAK) pirmininko prof. Z. Zemaitio raitas Karo aviacijos vir§ininkui, ten pat, 1. 28.

151935 03 27 Dariaus ir Giréno paminklui statyti komiteto izdininko M. Plausinai¢io rastas Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus
tvarkymo komisijos pirmininkui, ten pat, 1. 32.



S. Dariaus posalmis.
S. Darius’ liner

Vytauto DidZiojo muziejaus sale pagal detaly plang Nr. 40'°. Eksponatams i$déstyti buvo suda-
rytas ir Karo aviacijos virsininko patvirtintas projektas. Pagal §j projekta saléje turéjo buti ekspo-
nuojamas ,Lituanicos” modelis, uzdétas ant specialiai skulptoriaus Roberto Antinio pagaminto
reljefinio gipsinio pagrindo, uz kurj sumokeéta 1200 lity"”. 1935 m. birzelio 3 d. ,Lietuvos aidas*
radeé: ,S. m. geguzés mén. 14 d. Karo muziejaus administracija su gen. ltn. gyd. Nagevicium priesakyje,

dalyvaujant invalidy komandai ir orkestrui, po rytiniy véliavos pakeélimo iskilmiy uzémé S sales Vytauto

1o 1938 01 31 LR KAM Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus tvarkymo komisijos pirmininko mjr. V. Cemarkos raportas Karo aviaci-

jos vir§ininkui, ten pat, 1. 49.

171935 01 03 skulptoriaus R. Antinio avanso kvitas uz , Lituanicos“ modelio pagrindo pagaminima, ten pat, L. 25.
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S. Dariaus kepureé.
S. Darius’ cap

S. Giréno kepuré.
S. Girenas cap



S. Giréno ir S. Dariaus aviaciniai laikrodziai.
Aeronautical watches of the S. Girenas and S. Darius

Didziojo muziejaus rimy 11 aukste, patalpindama j jas a. a. Dariaus ir Giréno Zygio léktuvo Lituanicos
likucius. Salés buvo uzrakintos ir jy raktai buvo Vytauto DidZiojo Komiteto Zinioje, o Karo Muziejaus
administracija j Sias sales jéjo be Vytauto DidZiojo Komiteto Zinios. Véliau, po dviejy dieny, Karo Muzie-
jaus administracija panasiai uzémé ir kitas patalpas.”"® Taigi ,Lituanicos” ekspozicijai buvo paskirta
gerokai mazesné salé antrajame aukste. Véliau ir Ministry kabinetas priémé nutarima, patvirtinantj
$i gen. V. Nageviciaus sprendima. Nauja salé antrajame aukste buvo tre¢daliu mazesné uz anksc¢iau
paskirta sale Nr. 40'. Dél vietos stokos nutarta léktuvo modelj laikantj reljefinj gipsinj postamenta,
vaizduojantj vandenyno pavirsiy, sunaikinti, o patj model;j perduoti aviacijos puskarininkiy ramovei.

1935 m. lapkri¢io 26 d. Kauno urédijos Turzény girininkas Karo muziejaus Aviacijos sky-

18 Vytauto Didziojo komiteto paaiskinimas dél Vytauto DidZiojo muziejaus patalpy naudojimo, Lietuvos aidas, 1935 m. birzelio
3d, Nr. 126, p. 10.

191938 01 31 LR KAM Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus tvarkymo komisijos pirmininko mijr. V. Cemarkos raportas Karo aviaci-
jos virgininkui, VDKMA, . 49.
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yLituanicos” ekspozicija senajame muziejaus pastate. Apie 1933-1936 m.
Exposition of “Lituanica” in the old building of museum. About 1933-1936

riaus tvarkymo komisijai perdavé nulauzta ir iskasta pusj, kuri buvo panaudota ekspozicijoje®.
Lapkri¢io 27 d. Lietuvos aeroklubas muziejui perdavé lakany drabuzius: S. Dariaus - 12 vnt., o
S. Giréno - 13 vnt.*! Muziejaus archyve yra dokumentas, liudijantis, kad Karo aviacijos fototar-
nyba gavo ir j Karo aviacijos archyva perdavé 106 m garsinj filmg (véliau dinges), vaizduojantj

pasirengima skrydziui, ir katastrofos vieta™.

201935 11 26 LR Kauno urédijos Turzény girininko rastas Nr. 209 Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus tvarkymo komisijai, ten pat,
1.37.

211935 11 27 Lietuvos aeroklubo administratoriaus M. Plauginaicio rastas Nr. 2798 Vytauto DidZiojo muziejaus ,Lituanicos 1
skyriaus jrengimo komisijos pirmininkui, ten pat, 1. 38.

21935 12 04 LR KAM Karo muziejaus Aviacijos skyriaus tvarkymo komisijos pirmininko plk. Itn. A. Maciuikos rastas Nr. 76
Karo aviacijos foto tarnybos virsininkui, ten pat, 1. 40 v.



1935 m. lapkri¢io 19 d. ,Lietuvos aidas“ paskelbé konkursa Dariaus ir Giréno bareljefams
sukurti. Muziejus jsigijo skulptoriy J. Mikéno ir P. Aleksandravic¢iaus sukurtus lakany bareljefus,
kurie minétame konkurse laiméjo 1-ajq ir 2-3ja premijas®.

S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno fondas buvo zenkliai papildytas 1956-1962 m., kai Kauno valstybi-
niam istorijos muziejui (dabar Vytauto DidZiojo karo muziejus) buvo perduotos 1935 m. Aleksan-
dro Rackaus i$ Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy atveztos muziejinés vertybés.

A. Rackus gimé 1893 m. Cekiskéje knygnesio Mykolo Rackaus $eimoje. 1910 m. igvyko j
JAV. Kolekcionavimu ir muziejiniu darbu — eksponaty tvarkymu bei restauravimu — susidoméjo
1912-1913 m. studijuodamas Sv. Loreno (St. Laurent) kolegijoje Monrealyje, kuomet papildomai
dirbo Kolegijos muziejuje konservatoriaus asistentu. 1917 m. Cikagoje A. Rackus jkiré Lietuviy
numizmatikos ir istorijos draugija, veikusia iki 1936 m. Jos nariai rinko lietuvi$kas senienas, me-
dziaga apie knygnesius ir spaudos draudimo laikotarpj Lietuvoje, JAV lietuviy istorijai svarbius do-
kumentus. A. Ratkaus déka prie $ios draugijos buvo jkurtas vienas pirmuyjy muziejy, jau 1931 m.
turéjes didziausia numizmatikos kolekcija, garséjusig muziejiniy vertybiy gausa ir unikumais.

1922 m. Cikagoje jis baigé medicinos mokslus. Versdamasis gydytojo praktika toliau rage
Lietuvos istorijos ir numizmatikos klausimais. A. Rackus sukaupé nepaprastai jvairia numizmati-
kos, etnografijos, spaudos, archeologijos, mineralogijos ir kity istorine verte turin¢iy daikty kolek-
cija. 1926 m. didele savo kolekcijos dalj jis padovanojo Kaune esan¢iam Vytauto Didziojo kultaros
muziejui (dabar Nacionalinis M. K. Ciurlionio dailés muziejus). 1935 m. A. Rac¢kus atvyko j Lie-
tuva dalyvauti pirmajame Pasaulio lietuviy kongrese. Ta proga jis atsivezé jdomios muziejinés me-
dziagos. Visa kolekcijg, kuri buvo atvezta per kelis kartus, sudaré daugiau nei 80 takst. eksponaty.
Svietimo ministerija, jsigijusi rinkinius (daugiau kaip SO tikst. vnt.), didZiaja jy dali nuolat saugoti

atidavé minétam muziejui. 1936 m. spalio 1 d. A. Ra¢kus buvo paskirtas Vytauto Didziojo kultaros

#1936 01 21 Kauno meno mokyklos déstytojo, skulptoriaus Juozo Mikéno autoriniy teisiy perleidimo Karo muziejui pasizadéji-
mas, ten pat, 1. 44; 1936 01 22 skulptoriaus Petro Aleksandraviciaus autoriniy teisiy perleidimo Karo muziejui pasizadéjimas, ten
pat, L. 45.
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muziejaus Istorijos skyriaus vedéju. Sias pareigas éjo iki 1938 m. balandzio 1 d. Darbo muziejuje
metu A. Rackus toliau tvarke ir sistemino atsiveztas muziejines vertybes. 1940 m. grjzo j JAV ir
Cikagoje vél jsteigé privaty Lituanistikos muziejy. 1965 m. pries pat savo mirtj A. Ra¢kus didele
kolekcijos dalj pardavé kolekcininkui S. Balzekui, kuris tuomet steigé Lietuviy kultaros muziejy.
Tarp atsivezty eksponaty buvo 2636 S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno transatlantinio skrydzio eksponatai
bei relikvijos, Felikso Vaitkaus, Juozo Janusausko ir kity lakany didvyriskus skrydZius atspindintys
daiktai. Dalis A. Rackaus muziejiniy vertybiy i§ Kauno dailés muziejaus (buves Vytauto Didziojo
kultaros muziejus) buvo perduota Vastybiniam istorijos muziejui. Tirdami archyvine medziaga
matome, kad 1956-1962 m. j minéto muziejaus rinkinius buvo perduota apie 2 tukst. spaudos
eksponaty ir S0 nuotrauky. Tai dokumentai, susije su Stepono Dariaus ir Stasio Giréno skrydzio
per Atlantg rengimu Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose. Amerikos lietuviy skridimui j Lietuva remti
komitetui vadovavo Lietuvos konsulas Cikagoje Antanas Kalvaitis. Pas jj ir buvo sukaupta visa
dokumentacija. Prakti$kai visas archyvas, i$skyrus nedidele dalj dokumenty, kuriuos véliau i§
A. Rackaus jsigijo kolekcininkas S. Balzekas (saugomi Balzeko lietuviy kultiros muziejaus fon-
duose Cikagoje), A. Rackaus buvo atveitas j Lietuva. Tai Dariaus ir Giréno skridimo per Atlanta
fondo globéjy finansinés ataskaitos, fondo réméjy isleistos biliety knygelés, deklaracijos apie skry-
dzio rémeéjy suteikty finansine pagalba, garbés réméjy sarasai, reklaminiai skelbimai bei kvietimai
j aviacijos $ventes, S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno testamentai su originaliais parasais, specialiai skrydziui
reklamuoti ir remti i8leisti vokai, laisky popierius, laikai, liudijantys apie oro pasto pervezimo i$
JAV i Lietuva pradzig, taip pat konsulo Antano Kalvai¢io korespondencija su transatlantinio skry-
dZio réméjais. Surinkta ir perduota keliolika Stepono Dariaus laisky, adresuoty Leonai GaiZaitei,
Lietuvos konsului Cikagoje A. Kalvai¢iui ir kitiems Amerikos lietuviams, finansiskai parémusiems
skrydj. Bene jdomiausi eksponatai — trys S. Dariaus ragytos ,Lituanicos” léktuvo remonto samatos
ir ,Bellancos“ nuosavybés sutartis. Taip pat yra inzinieriaus E. M. Lerdo (E. M. Laird) dirbtuviy

dokumentacija: apmokéjimo uz atliktus léktuvo remonto darbus saskaitos, ¢ekiai, sutartys, jvairios



Prie Vytauto DidZziojo muziejaus. 1935 m. Pirmoje eiléje i§ kairés antras — advokatas Rapolas Skipitis, tre¢ias — tran-
satlantinis laktinas Feliksas Vaitkus, ketvirtas — kolekcininkas Aleksandras Rackus.

Near Vytautas the Great Museum. In the first row, second from the left advocate Rapolas Skipitis, third — transatlantic
pilot Feliksas Vaitkus, fourth - collector Aleksandras Rackus (Aleksandras Rac¢kus).193S
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variklio, propelerio, instrumenty, detaliy, kuro, tepaly, Zemélapiy pirkimo saskaitos ir kvitai. Spau-
dos rinkiniuose saugomos ir telegramos, pranesimai bei uzuojautos laiskai lakanams zuvus, susira-
$§inéjimo su Lietuvos aeroklubu medziaga, pasaulio spaudos atsiliepimai apie §j tragiska jvykj. Lyg
ir atskirg fondo dalj sudaro Dariaus ir Giréno paminklo statybos Cikagoje fondo dokumentacija.
Tai aukotojy sarasai, kvitai, i$duoti paaukojusiems asmenims, konsulo A. Kalvai¢io susiradinéjimo
su Amerikos lietuviy bendruomenémis dél1ésy rinkimo medziaga, reklaminiai lapeliai, kvie¢iantys
j renginius, kuriy metu surinktos lésos buvo skirtos paminklo statybai. Yra ir skulptoriu, dalyvavu-
siy paminklo projekto konkurse, korespondencija. Atskira rinkiniy dalj sudaro muziejinés verty-
bés apie ,Lituanicos II“ ir , Lituanicos III“ skrydziy per Atlantg rengima.

I$ A. Rackaus gauta nuotrauky kolekcija néra gausi. Tai daugiausia nuotraukos, kuriose
uzfiksuotos pasiruo$imo skrydziui akimirkos: ,Lituanicos“ krik$tyny $venté, aviacijos dienos, su-
rengtos jvairiose Amerikos valstijose, tragiskos ziities paminéjimo Cikagoje momentai, Itn. Felikso
Vaitkaus transatlantinis skrydis su ,Lituanica II“ bei paminklo Cikagoje, Market parke, atidengimo
vaizdai. Ne visi dokumentai ir nuotraukos i§ A. Rac¢kaus perduotos kolekcijos yra antspauduoti
Rackaus asmeninio archyvo spaudu. Be minéty spaudos ir nuotrauky eksponaty, muziejaus rin-
kiniuose saugomas Edvardo Petkaus pagamintas, o véliau A. Rac¢kaus Dariaus ir Giréno paminklo
statymo komiteto bilietu Nr. 43 laimétas ,Lituanicos” modelis. Modelis buvo atveztas j Lietuva ir
perduotas Vytauto Didziojo kultaros muziejui. Dabar jis eksponuojamas Vytauto Didziojo karo
muziejuje esancioje ,Lituanicos® ekspozicijoje.

1936 m. vasario 16 d. atidaryti naujieji Vytauto Didziojo muziejaus ramai. Nuo tada lan-
kytojai galéjo susipazinti su dar ne visai baigta jrengti ,Lituanicos” ekspozicija. Salé uzbaigta tik
1937 m. Jos jrengimas kainavo 7691,82 lito. Apie tai byloja 1937 m. rugséjo 28 d. brg. gen. V. Na-
geviciaus telefonograma, kurioje reikalaujama paskubinti $ios salés tvarkyma: tinkamai sutvarkyti

uzradus ir pakeisti stikla**. Tokia ekspozicija, papildyta F. Vaitkaus skrydzio relikvijomis, sulauké

241937 09 28 LR KAM Karo muziejaus virsininko brg. gen. V. Nagevi¢iaus telefonograma Karo aviacijos vir$ininkui, ten pat, 1. 48.



S. Giréno portretas. Dail. J. Janulis. Drobg, aliejus.
Portrait of S. Girénas, Painter J. Janulis, linen, oil

S. Dariaus portretas. Dail. ]. Janulis. Drobé, aliejus.

Portrait of S. Darius, Painter J. Janulis, linen, oil
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JOSEPH J. GRISH
ATTORNEY ana COUNSELOR
4631 SOUTH ASHLAND AVENUE
PHONE BOULEVARD 2800
CHICAGO

201 Worth Wells Strest,
Chicago, Illinois.

Gerbiamas;

skridima per Atlantilko Vandenina.

tam tykslu viena doleri,

PIRMOJO LIETUVIYJ LAKONU SKRIDIMO
PER ATLANTIKO VANDENYNA
NEW YORK — KAUNAS IR ATGAL

Puvardé

Tiepos 12 d,, 1832m.

Didbiai Gerbiamas Fonsulas, p. A. Kalvaltis

Meld%iu mani atleisti kad negalin pribuoti

an$ tamstos faukismo susirinkimo keslink Kapitona Darius
Kadangi tokiel sunkus laikai uz'ajo kad net

xeturios Bankos kame turejau ry¥ius radeu u;‘{dat‘y’tas ié/ PO

v
S L &4 seima, Todel atsiprassu bet priilmket mano maza auka

Pagillelon, su pagarba

S. Giréno brolio Juozo laiskas ir réméjo bilietas. 1932 m. liepos 12 d.
Letter of S. Darius brother and sponsor ticket. July 12, 1932




sovietinés, o véliau ir hitlerinés okupacijy. Sovietinei armijai artéjant prie Lietuvos tapo aisku, kad
tautos relikvijoms igkilo reali sunaikinimo grésmé. Be to, nebuvo zinoma, kaip planuoja priesintis
vokiediai, t. y. ar nenukentés miestas per masius. 1944 m. vasario S d. Karo muziejaus vir$ininkas
brg. gen. V. Nagevicius, bijodamas bombardavimy ir eksponaty sunaikinimo, pasirasé jsakyma
dél komisijos sudarymo. Komisijos nariais tapo ats. mjr. Z. Valaitis, ats. mjr. V. Jablonskis ir ats.
mjr. ]. Mikénas, komisijos pirmininku paskirtas ats. plk. Itn. K. AliSauskas®. Komisija, dalyvaujant
Dariaus ir Giréno komiteto atstovui A. T. Zaukai, apziaréjo eksponatus ir nusprendé, kad ,Litu-
anicos” nuolauzy nepavyks saugiai i$gabenti i§ muziejaus, todél bus paliktos toje pacioje vietoje,
o smulkius eksponatus nutarta sudéti j dézes ir laikinai i§gabenti j sléptuve. Pacios sléptuves klau-
simo komisija nesvarsté®. Ar tai buvo jvykdyta, i$siaiskinti nepavyko. Tiesa, i§liko svarbus doku-
mentas — detalus eksponaty inventorizacijos aktas. Palygine jj su 1933 mety aktu galime nustatyti,
kas karo metais isliko ir ko muziejus per okupacijas neteko. Pokario metais fondo relikvijos buvo
saugomos muziejaus saugyklose, o ekspozicija panaikinta. Tik 1958 m. ,Lituanica“ kaip ekspo-
natas grazinta j muziejaus ekspozicijy sale, deja — | dar mazesne. Minint S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno
25-asias zuvimo metines, laikrastyje ,Tiesa“ buvo ragoma: ,Vakar Kauno istoriniame muziejuje ko-
misijos buvo priimta atnaujinta bei papildyta salé, skirta Zymiyjy lietuviy lakany Dariaus ir Giréno
skridimui per Atlantg (...). Nauja ekspozicija buvo atidaryta visuomenei.*’

XX a. 8-0jo desimtmecio pradzioje M. K. Ciurlionio dailés muziejus perdavé tris , Lituani-
cos* léktuvo borto medziagos gabalus su skrydzio garbés réméjy sarasais. Sios léktuvo medziagos
dalys neskrido per Atlanta. Jos dar Niujorke buvo pakeistos kitomis ir j Lietuva atveztos kartu su
A. Rackaus kolekcija.

Fondas nuolat papildomas S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno transatlantinj skrydj atspindin¢iomis

muziejinémis vertybémis — pavienémis nuotraukomis, jamzinan¢iomis tragiskos sukakties pa-

% 1944 02 05 Karo muziejaus komisijos aktas dél Dariaus-Giréno skyriaus eksponaty apsaugos, ten pat, b. 95,1 1.
% Ten pat.
T Jzymiy lakiny Zygiui atminti, Tiesa, 1958 m. liepos 17, Nr.167, p. 4.
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FORM L-108

E. M. LAIRD AIRPLANE CO.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
7 3
Your P.O.  Contract Date. M;I‘Ohsg: O g2
Date  1/18/33 faveicelie,
5 Dealer Chgo .
Our No. RO 246 ~a 1)~ ;
MANUFACTURERS OF AIRPLANES
r 71
Sold S't.:sm'l ay Gerch snd Stephen Darius,
To Chicago,
L Illinois. 4
Terms. Cagh Shipped Flyaway Factory
REMODELING & RE-CONDITIONING OF BELLANCA AIRPIANE
#157, YODEL CH 3C0 PACEMAKER, NC 658E, AS FOLLOWS : ;
WINGS & TAJL GROUP: ) $3,2560,00
Build ndw set o:r wing panels of larger area (300 sq. f£t.) and|install

four gasoli
Wings brace

ne tanks. Capacity of tanks to be approximately 185 g
d with double drag wires.

New cabgne bracing for attachment of 1ift struts.

Wew horizontal stabilizer and elevators of inereased area, in
fittings and attaching parts.

Cover agd finish.
FUSBELAGE :

Uncover |and inspeet complete structure.

Fuselagd gasoline tanks of approximately 4156 gallons. Install
of all gasodline lines, fittings, strainers and wobble pump. Inst
‘dump valves in main tanks.

-New o0il [tank as seat in cabin with cooling ducts.

Installgtion of two tie rods in forward section of
shield,

Inspec: of engine mount, and installatio
Instailgtion of dcor in top side ol ogbin.|

1d engine and install new

line tierod bet

%}M

axels. Repllace shock cord.

TamdalT okl ao aP WhaaTimmmdbe amd Padelcars —d haddo. - o3

fllons .

cluding

ntion
11 8"

ap wind-

vl fittingse

411 replaced)
seat.

een whesl

Stasio Giréno ir Stepono Dariaus sutartis su E. M. Lerdo (E. M. Laird) dirbtuvémis dél léktuvo remonto. Cikaga,
1933 m. kovo 29 d.
Contract for the plane repair between S. Girenas, S. Darius and E. M. Laird company. Chicago, March 29, 1933



minéjimo momentus Lietuvoje, Lenkijoje ir Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose. 1966 m. Michalina
Glerozaité muziejui perdavé 1939 m. Vinco Dulaicio i§ JAV atveztas originalias nuotraukas, jam-
zinandias paskutines akimirkas prie$ ,Lituanicai® i§skrendant j Lietuva. Jdomios lakany palaiky
atradimo ir 1964 m. rugpjucio 12 d. jvykusiy laidotuviy nuotraukos, S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno palaiky
medicinos tyrimo aktai. Svarbas eksponatai — Zmoniy, saugojusiy didvyriy atminima, rankras-
&iai. 1983 m. S. Lukogius muziejui perdavé skaidriy apie S. Dariy ir S. Giréna rinkinj (285 vnt.).
Ty paciy mety liepos 15 d. lankytojams atidaryta atnaujinta ,Lituanicos” ekspozicija. Muziejaus
moksliniai darbuotojai, vadovaujami skyriaus vedéjo Arvydo Pociano, ilgai ir rapestingai tritisé
pertvarkydami lakany Stepono Dariaus ir Stasio Giréno skrydzio per Atlanta atminimui skirta sale.
Muziejininky, jiems talkinusiy LSSR Dailés restauravimo centro restauratoriy (dabar P. Gudyno
muziejiniy vertybiy restauravimo centras), lakiiny veterany, ,Dailés“ kombinato ir kity jstaigy
bei organizacijy déka muziejaus lankytojai buvo pasitikti nauju dailininko M. Lakavi¢iaus sukur-
tu vitrazu, restauruotais lakany rabais ir kitais eksponatais praturtinta ekspozicija. Restauruojant
S. Giréno rabus, kelniy ki$enéje po pamusalu buvo rasta uzsiaty doleriy. Tai vienas 5, 10, 100, ir
du 20 doleriy banknotai, i$leisti 1928-1929 m. Muziejaus parody saléje atidaryta paroda, skirta
50-osioms transatlantinio skrydzio metinéms paminéti. Parodoje buvo eksponuojami anks¢iau ir
$ia proga Lietuvos dailininky nutapyti paveikslai. I$ parodoje eksponuoty muziejus jsigijo dailinin-
ky Edmundo Miskinio paveiksla ,Dariaus ir Giréno skridimas per Atlanto vandenyna“ bei Petro
Stausko ,Darius ir Girénas®

1990 m. { muziejaus fondus buvo perduota garsajuosté su Stepono Dariaus dukros Nijolés
Dariutés-Mastarienés atsiminimais apie téva, jrasytais likus vos ménesiui iki jos mirties.

Ne paskutine vieta uzima nauji leidiniai, atvirukai, pasto zenklai, plakatai, Lietuvos ir uZsie-
nio spaudos periodiniai leidiniai, Zenkliukai, medaliai, tyrinéjimy medziaga $ia tema. Ja muziejaus
rinkiniai papildomi nuolat. J[domi transatlantinio lietuviy skrydzio jamzinimo medziaga. Tai auky

rinkimo lapai, aukotojy sarasai, lipdukai, atributika, paminklo statybos Kaune dokumentiné me-
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Léktuvo parengimo transatlantiniam skrydziui samata, sudaryta S. Dariaus. 1932 m.
Budget of the plane preparation for the transatlantic flight made by S. Darius in 1932




dziaga. Saugomi dokumentai, susije su paminklo lakany Zuvimo vietoje Soldine i$saugojimu, o
taip pat muziejaus-klételés pastatymo ir jrengimo dokumentacija bei nuotraukos. Muziejaus rinki-
niai nuolat papildomi naujais meno kariniais. 1993 m. buvo jsigyta tautodailininko Kosto Toleikio
gintariné mozaika ,Lituanicos tragedija“ dailininkés Janinos Malinauskaités nutapyti S. Dariaus ir
S. Giréno portretai bei kiti meno kariniai. Pasibaigus tarptautiniam ekslibrisy konkursui ,S. Darius
ir S. Girénas In memoriam®, skirtam transatlantinio skrydZio 60-mec¢iui paminéti, visi konkurse
dalyvave ekslibrisai buvo eksponuojami Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejuje. Po parodos 76 eksli-
brisai buvo perduoti j muziejaus meno rinkinius. Siam jubiliejui paminéti muziejaus parody saléje
buvo jrengta ir kita paroda, kurioje pirma karta Lietuvos visuomenei parodyti rinkiniuose esantys
dokumentai, liudijantys apie ikilusias problemas rengiantis pirmajam lietuviy transatlantiniam
skrydziui, jo jgyvendinimg bei jamZinima.

60-osioms S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno skrydzio per Atlanta metinéms paminéti buvo i§leista ir
jubiliejiné 10 lity moneta (autorius P. Garska). Sia moneta Karo muziejus taip pat jsigijo. Muzie-
jaus numizmatikos rinkiniai buvo papildyti ir j apyvarta i$leistais 10 lity nominalo banknotais su
S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno atvaizdais (dailininkas G. Jonaitis).

Aviacijos istoriko i$ Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy Edmundo Jasiano®® pastangomis 1993 m.
fondas buvo papildytas unikaliais eksponatais. Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejui buvo padovanotas
S. Dariaus sesers Kotrynos Stulpinienés i$saugotas pirmasis ,Bellanca M-6300 Model CH® pro-
peleris, pagamintas Hamiltono standartiniy propeleriy korporacijoje, bei S. Dariaus asmeninis
albumas, kuriame nuotraukas, atspindin¢ias jo gyvenima Lietuvoje ir JAV, suklijavo pats lakanas.
1996 m. numizmatikos rinkiniai buvo papildyti 1993 m. jsteigtu medaliu (autorius P. Gargka),
skirtu S. Dariaus 100-osioms gimimo metinéms. Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento dekretu $iuo
medaliu buvo apdovanojami asmenys, nusipelne Lietuvos aviacijai. 1997 m. Kaune, Vytauto pros-
pekte, atradus Dariaus ir Giréno mauzoliejaus vieta, muziejui buvo perduotos rastos mauzoliejaus

statinio ir jrenginiy liekanos.

% E.Jasitinas miré 2007 m. birzelio 27 d., palaidotas Romainiy kapinése Kaune.
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Léktuvo parengimo transatlantiniam skrydziui samata, sudaryta S. Dariaus. 1932 m.
Budget of the plane preparation for the transatlantic flight made by S. Darius in 1932




1997 m. i§ JAV gauta dar viena muziejiniy vertybiy siunta. Tai E. Jasiano surinktas ir susis-
temintas archyvas, kurj sudaro 31 tomas. 18 istorinés medziagos tomy skirta nusviesti S. Dariaus
ir S. Giréno veiklai iki transatlantinio skrydzio, taip pat i$eivijos lietuviy veiklai sprendziant jamzi-
nimo problemas. Tai dokumentacija, spauda, skrydzio tyrinéjimo ir susirasinéjimo medziaga. Vie-
nuolikoje tomy — istoriné medziaga, skirta F. Vaitkaus antrajam lietuviy transatlantiniam skrydziui.
Dviejuose tomuose surinktos nuotraukos ir dokumentai apie aviacijos inzinieriaus brg. gen. Anta-
no Gustai¢io veikla. Astuoniolikoje tomy, skirty S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno transatlantiniam skrydziui
nusviesti, sukaupta 2147 eksponatai: 1057 nuotraukos, 1089 spaudos ir 1 numizmatikos Zenklelis
(tokie buvo platinami uz 25 centus per aviacijos $ventes, renkant lé3as léktuvui pertvarkyti tran-
satlantiniam skrydziui). [vertinant archyve esan¢iy muziejiniy vertybiy gausuma ir svarba, Vytauto
Didziojo karo muziejaus Fondy komisijos posédyje, jvykusiame 1999 m. kovo 2 d., buvo nutarta
$iems rinkiniams suteikti , L zenklg ir pavadinti ,Lituanicos rinkiniais. Apzvelgiant minétg isto-
ring medziagg, reikia paminéti antrajj ir septynioliktaji tomus, kuriuose sukaupti P. Jurgélos (Skri-
dimo per Atlantg organizavimo komiteto sekretoriaus), B. Spiidienés (Paminklo Dariui ir Girénui
statymo komiteto narés), S. Mikolaitienés (S. Giréno pusseserés), A. Vaivados (zurnalisto, pasiii-
liusio léktuvui ,Lituanicos“ varda), K. Stulpinienés (S. Dariaus sesers), mjr. J. Pyragiaus (lakiino),
P. Lubino (bisimo Europos krepsinio ¢empiono) ir N. Dariiités-Mastarienés laiskai. Vienuolik-
tame tome sukaupta svarbi paminklo Dariui ir Girénui statymo Cikagoje fondo dokumentacija.

2000 m. Lietuvos bégimo mégéjy asociacijos nariai, 1998 m. liepos 12-19 d. dalyvave bégi-
me ,Kaunas—Soldinas®, Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejui perdavé estafetés kapsule, uzpildyta zeme,
paimta i$ lietuviy tautos didvyriy téviskiy Judrénuose ir Vytogaloje bei nuo jiems pastatyto pamin-
klo Kaune. Pagerbiant lakany S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno atminima, zemé buvo nunesta j lakany zaties
vietg Soldine, o po to kaip pagarbos lakanams simbolis perduota saugoti  muziejy.

2000-2001 m. sandiroje buvo pertvarkyta ir atnaujinta memorialiné , Lituanicos® salé. Dél

riboty finansiniy muziejaus galimybiy buvo pakeista tik ekspozicija. Ji papildyta naujomis nuo-
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TINKA VIENAM SEKRIDIMUI

Atplésus nuo Réméjo bilieto §1 Sak-

nelé nustoja wvertés...

858

Pastaba:
Siuo bilietu gali naudotis tik Auko-
tojas — R&mégjas. Kitam asmeniui Sis

bilietas netinka.

Skrydzio réméjo bilietas.
Flight sponsor ticket

traukomis i§ S. Dariaus asmeninio albumo bei pirmuoju ,Belanca M-6300 Model CH® propeleriu.
Salé nebuvo remontuojama.

2001 m. kovg i§ Kauno medicinos universiteto patalpose esan¢io visuomeninio muziejaus
buvo perimtos S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno ritby, kuriais buvo aprengti balzamuoti lakiiny kiinai (nuo
1937 m. kovo 1 d. iki 1963 m. spalio 3 d.), dalys. Tai vieno i§ lakiiny kaklaraig¢io fragmentas, S. Da-
riaus ir S. Giréno batai, odinio po$almio fragmentas. Sie eksponatai buvo labai blogos biiklés, nes
balzamuoti ir uzmuryti Medicinos universiteto lifto $achtoje lakany palaikai po 1946 m. potvynio
ilga laika buvo apsemti. Muziejaus restauratorés raby dalis i$valé ir uzkonservavo. Visuomeninia-

me muziejuje liko tik karstai, kuriuose iki perlaidojimo 1964 m. buvo paguldyti balzamuoti lakany
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S. Girénas ir A. Mackevicius (Iektuve) prie lektuvo PARKS P-2 Agburno aerodrome. Cikaga.
S. Girenas and A. Mackevicius (inside the plane) next to the plane PARKS P-2 in Ashburne airfield .
Chicago. About 1927

S.Dariaus ir S. Giréno kanai. 2005 m. lapkritj, vadovaujantis Lietuvos Respublikos kultaros minis-
tro jsakymu Nr. JV-521, Kauno medicinos universiteto Lietuvos medicinos ir farmacijos istorijos
muziejus Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejui nuolat saugoti perdavé varinius S. Dariaus ir S. Giré-
no karstus. Siuose karstuose su specialiais filtrais (nuo 1937 m. kovo iki 1963 m. spalio) Kauno
universiteto Medicinos fakultete ir mauzoliejuje, specialiai pastatytame miesto kapinése Vytauto

prospekte Kaune, buvo laikomi balzamuoti S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno palaikai.



,Lituanica“ angare Nr. 7 Floido Beneto (Floyd Bennett) aerodrome. Niujorkas.
yLituanica® in hangar No. 7 in the Floyd Bennett airfield. New York. USA. 1933

2003 m. gruodj Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejaus fondy komisijos posédyje buvo nutarta
isigyti dailininko Geru¢io Kalpoko triptika — medzio graviiira (medzio raizinj ant popieriaus), skir-
ta transatlantinio skrydzio 50-ajam jubiliejui atminti. Kity mety kova Lietuvos tautinis olimpinis
komitetas | muziejaus rinkinius perdavé priza , Triumfas“ (skulptorius S. Kuzma), skirta S. Dariui,
kaip geriausiam XX a. sporto vadovui (I1I vieta), kuriuo po mirties 2000 m. jis buvo apdovanotas.

2004 m. geguze LNK televizijos Ziniy tarnyba, tarpininkaujant Lietuvos Respublikos am-

basadai Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose, nupirko ir Vytauto DidZiojo karo muziejui perdavé uni-
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S. Darius ir S. Girénas prie ,Lituanicos”. Cikaga, 1933 m.
S. Darius and S. Girenas next to the “Lituanica®. Chicago, 1933

DARIUS-GIRENA®

MEMORIAL FUND

Dariaus ir Giréno memorialinio fondo juostelé.
Darius and Girenas memorial fund strip. 1932-1933



yLituanicos“ modelis Karo muziejaus ekspozicijoje.
Model of “Lituanica“ in the exposition of the War Museum. About 2000

kali filmuotg archyvine medziaga, kurioje 1933 m. liepos 15 d. televizijos ,Fox News Network®
nufilmuota legendinio léktuvo ,Lituanica® pakilimas i§ Niujorko oro uosto skrydziui j Kaung ir
paskutinieji S. Dariaus atsisveikinimo ZodZiai prie§ i$skrendant j Lietuva. S. Darius Amerikos Zur-
nalistams angliskai sako: ,Transatlantinis skrydis néra labai sudétingas, jei turi tinkamq jrangq ir esi
gerai pasiruoses. AS manau, kad miisy kelioné i Niujorko j Lietuvq, j Kaung, neturéty biti labai sudétin-

ga.” Pasakojimg apie lietuviy i$$ukj JAV zurnalistai baigia taip: ,Girénas mojuoja atsisveikindamas,
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Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejaus ramai.
XX a. 4-0jo desimtmecio antroji pusé.
Vytautas the Great War Museum. 2nd part
of the 4th decade of the XXth century

yLituanicos” ekspozicija naujajame Vytauto DidZiojo karo muziejuje. XX a. 4-ojo de$imtmecio antroji pusé.
Exposition of “Lituanica” in the new Vytautas the Great War Museum. 2nd part of the 4th decade of the XXth century



sako “viso gero” pasauliui. Po sékmingo skrydzio per Atlantq Sie drgsiis lakinai Zuvo Soldino miestelyje,
Simtas myliy j Siaurg nuo Berlyno.”

2006 m. balandj dailininkas Rimtas Tarabilda padovanojo savo tévo dail. Petro Tarabildos
dvilinograviaras ,Pieta i§ ciklo ,Lituanica® vicit Atlanticum®. Kompozicija 1940 m. i§raizyta lino-
leume, 0 1942 m. atspausta ant estampinio japony ranky darbo ryziy pluosto popieriaus ir estam-
pinio gelsvos spalvos popieriaus. Ant linograviary yra autoriaus autografas.

2007 m. vasarg i§ JAV j Lietuvy atvykes Jonas A. Stundzia Karo muziejui padovanojo XX a.
4-ojo desimtmecio antrojoje puséje Amerikos lietuvaités siuvinéty ranksluostj, skirtg transatlanti-
niam , Lituanicos* skrydziui atminti. Jis taip pat atvezé ir perdavé 1935 m. Cikagoje isleista P. Jur-
gélos knyga ,Sparnuoti lietuviai Darius ir Girénas“ bei JAV lietuvio J. Arlausko piesta spalvota pla-
kata, kuris buvo atspausdintas JAV.

PABAIGA

2013 m. duomenimis, Vytauto Didziojo karo muziejaus ,Lituanicos rinkiniuose saugoma
apie 7 tukstancius eksponaty. Esant tokiai eksponaty gausai, galime i§samiai atskleisti ir nusviesti
pirmojo lietuviy transatlantinio skrydzio istorija. Tikimés, kad muziejaus rinkiniai naujais ekspo-

natais bus praturtinami ir ateityje.
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Lakany S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno palaiky medicininio tyrimo metu. 1964 m. rugpjucio 10 d.
Pilots S. Darius and S. Girenas bodies during medical analysis. August 10, 1964
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yLituanicos” nuolauzos ir 1éktuva dengusios drobés fragmentas su skrydzio réméjy pavardémis

Karo muziejaus ekspozicijoje. Apie 2008 m.

“Lituanica’s” wreckage and plane linen cover fragments with the names of the sponsors in the War Museum exposition.
About 2008
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Atminimo medalis ,Darius ir Girénas® Lietuva, 1987 m.
Memorial medal “Darius and Girénas”. Painter P. Garska (P. Garska). Lithuania 1987

Atminimo medalis ,Mes skrisime j Lietuva" Lietuva, 1996 m.
Memorial medal “We will fly to Lithuania“ Lithuania, 1996



Segeé ir zenkliukas, skirti S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno atminimui jamzinti. JAV, XX a. 4-ojo de$imtmecio antroji pusé.
Brooch and badge for the memory of S. Darius and S. Girenas. 2nd part of the 4th decade of the XXth century
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Paveikslas ,Dariaus ir Giréno skridimas per Atlanto vandenyna"”. Dail. E. Miskinis, 1983 m. Drobg, aliejus.
Painting “Darius and Girénas flight across Atlantic Ocean”. Painter E. Miskinis (E. Migkinis). 1983 linen, oil
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Gintariné mozaika ,Lituanicos tragedija“ Dail. K. Toleikis, 1993 m.
Amber mosaic “The tragedy of Lituanica®. Painter K. Toleikis, 1993
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Skrydzio réméjo zenkliukas. JAV, 1933 m.
Flight sponsor pin. USA, 1933

S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno medalis. Dail. P. Garska, 1993 m.
S. Darius and S. Girenas medal. Painter P. Garska, Lithuania 1993



Lietuvos bégimo mégéjy asociacijos perduota zeme uzpildyta estafetés kapsulé. 2000 m.
Amateur Runners Association capsule, filled with soil from pilots birthplaces and place of death. 2000
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S. Darius su seserimis Aurelija ir Konstancija Kotryna bei pussesere Mikalina. JAV, 1917 m.
S. Darius with sisters Aurelija and Konstancija Kotryna and cousin Mikalina. USA, 1917



S. Darius Monrealio aerodrome. Apie 1928 m.
S. Darius in the Montreal airfield. Around 1928
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Lietuvos karo aviacijos 4-osios eskadrilés karo lakiinai poilsio metu uzkandziauja. Pirmas i§ desinés S. Darius. 1926 m.
Lithuanian Military Aviation 4th squadron pilots having lunch break. First from the right First Lieutenant S. Darius,
1926



S. Darius. Apie 1924 m.
S. Darius. Around 1924
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Pertvarkyta ir atnaujinta memorialiné , Lituanicos” ekspozicija. 2002 m.
Rearranged and renewed memorial “Lituanica” exposition. 2002



Pertvarkyta ir atnaujinta memorialiné ,Lituanicos” ekspozicija. 2002 m.

Rearranged and renewed memorial “Lituanica® exposition. 2002
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S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno karstai Kauno medicinos instituto rimuose. 2005 m. Nuo 1944 iki 1964 m. ¢ia buvo paslépti
laktiny palaikai.

S. Darius and S. Girenas coffins in Kaunas Medical Institute where bodies of pilots were hidden from 1944 to 1964.
2005



Variniai S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno karstai Vytauto DidZziojo karo muziejuje. 2006 m.
Copper coffins of the S. Darius and S. Girenas in Vytautas the Great War Museum. 2006

65



66

JAV doleriai, rasti kelniy ki$enéje restauruojant S. Giréno rabus.
USA dollars, found the pants pocket, while restoring S. Girenas clothes



S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno raby, kuriais lakany kanai buvo aprengti po balzamavimo, fragmentai. 2002 m.
S. Darius and S. Girenas clothes fragments they were dressed after embalmment. 2002
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Pertvarkyta ir atnaujinta memorialiné ,Lituanicos” ekspozicija. 2013 m.

Rearranged and renewed memorial “Lituanica® exposition. 2013



Pertvarkyta ir atnaujinta memorialiné , Lituanicos” ekspozicija. 2013 m.

Rearranged and renewed memorial “Lituanica” exposition. 2013
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INTRODUCTION

In Kaunas, Vytautas the Great War Museum (further - VGWM), there is the memorial ex-
position of “Lituanica’, which, most probably, has been visited by every resident of Lithuania, and
every fellow-countryman coming from abroad. Here the relics of the heroic act, committed by the
sons of Lithuania Steponas Darius and Stasys Girénas, dear to every Lithuanian, are kept. Before
the flight of S. Darius and S. Girénas in the summer of 1933, there were 73 attempts to fly over the
Atlantic Ocean, but only 30 flights proved to be successful, and only 3 times the pilots were able
to fly more than 6 thousand kilometres without landing. Our pilots, with their lives and their flight
over the Atlantic, proved that even a small country can nurture mighty men in spirit, which the rest
of the world bend their heads to.

On 15 July 1933, 06:24, after taking off with a small plane called “Lituanica” from the Floyd
Bennett Airport in New York, the pilots were determined to conquer the Atlantic Ocean and re-
ach Kaunas without stopping. In order to reach their goal, S. Darius and S. Girénas acquired a six
seater plane 365 AJ “Bellanca Pacemaker CH-300" and developed it: they made its wings longer,
installed a more powerful engine and additional fuel and oil tanks. On 17 July 1933, 0:36, in the
locality of Mysliborz (former Soldin) of current Poland, in the forest of Pszelnik village, the hearts
of the pilots, who had flown over the Atlantic and the bigger part of Europe, and the engine of
their plane “Lituanica” found their peace for eternity. There were only 650 kilometres left until the
end of their flight — Kaunas Airport, approximately 3 hours of flying. The death of these heroes
remains a secret until nowadays. This flight according to the route intended was the most accurate
one. And if we take the distance they made without stopping — 6411 kilometres — into account — it
was the second best achievement in the aviation history. The flight of “Lituanica” lasted for only
37 hours 11 minutes (the second best result of remaining in the air), but it was more significant to
our country than a couple of decades of its history. The story about the deed of a young and small
country spread in the entire world and made the name of Lithuania famous. Due to this, soon after
the tragic death of the pilots, officials started the efforts to commemorate the heroes and secure

the remains of their flight.
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“LITUANICA’S” FLIGHT RELICS IN VGWM COLLECTIONS

In 1933 the Museum of War was still situated in the old Orthodox Church and in the 111*
manage of the Cossack regiment of the Don. In 1930, while commemorating 500 years of the
death of Viytautas the Great, the corner stone of the new building of the museum was consecrated
and the museum was named in honor of Vytautas the Great. According to the project, carried out
by architect V. Dubeneckis, the construction of the new premises started.

After the tragedy of the “Lituanica“ on July 17%, 1933 it was decided to move the transat-
lantic flight relics to the Museum of War. On July 19" a German “Deruluft” airplane carried the
bodies of the pilots back to Lithuania. The next day more than 50 000 people attended the solemn
funeral.

The firsts exhibits (the wreckages the “Lituanica’, possessions of S. Darius and S. Girénas
and documents collected in the area of the catastrophe) were delivered by train to Kaunas, to the
old Museum of War on July 24. Though still in boxes, the exhibits were displayed to the visitors
of the Museum on July 27" According to the list of the plane parts made on July 24", 1933, the
following exhibits were delivered to the Museum of War: 7 parts of the running gear, the middle
part of the right wing, left longeron part with cables, 4 wing struts, 4 ailerons, the rim of the engine
frame, 3 pieces of the waist linen, the left and right parts of the stabilizer, the left and right parts of
the elevating rudder, turning rudder parts, 2 pillows for pilots to sit, 2 steering tillers, 2 pedals, a
peace of the belt, fuselage and the corners of the wings and middle oil tanks and tins. The parts of
the board, delivered to the museum were the following: tachometer, cursor pointer, simple com-
pass, watch, thermometer, petrol manometer, drift meter, the direction pointer of the gyroscope,
flux-gate compass, manual petrol pump, magnetic switch, oil and petrol filters, various items of
the engine propeller group: 9 cylinders, crankcase, 2 carburettors, petrol and oil pumps. This list

is made by lieutenant colonel Antanas Gustaitis, major J. Grigiskis and major A. Gavelis'. During

! “Lituanica’s” parts carried to Kaunas list compiled by Joint Committee in charge of RIP captain Darius and lieutenant Girénas

bodies of Republic of Lithuania, 24 July 1933, Vytauto DidZiojo karo muziejaus archyvas (Vytautas the Great War Museum
Archive, further - VDKMA), b. 59, 1. 1.



the sitting of the Interdepartmental Commission for the protection of the bodies of the late trans-
atlantic pilots captain Darius and lieutenant Girénas on July 24", 1933, based on the act No. 1 the
representative of The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania and the director of
the ELTA E. Turauskas forwarded the personal belongings and documents of the pilots collected
in the place of the catastrophe to the commission consisting of the representative of war avia-
tion colonel-lieutenant Antanas Gustaitis, the representative of the Aero Club major J. Grigiskis
and engineer K. Bulota. These things were forwarded: 2 distance and ocean maps, board book, 4
stamps with pillows, 4 sketchbooks, 2 navigation tables, 4 opened and 1 unopened envelope with
letters, 2 pictures and a license®. According Lithuanian Legation in Berlin officer L. Maziliauskas
list flashlight and sextant *were forwarded. Without a separate list these things were forwarded
to the previously mentioned Commission: cardboard box with flight sponsors book, notebook
“Memo book*, 2 empty envelopes, a broken wooden tablet with a lamp (on which the petrol quan-
tity was market) and pencil case. According to the list made by Germans the belonging of Steponas
Darius were: S and 1 dollar banknotes, 1,5 and 25 cents coins, unnamed coin, 2 letters, a map,
2 printouts, 3 watches, watch chain, pen, comb, 2 galvanic elements, pocketknife, leather covers
with 2 certificates, passport, pocket-book. The Stasys Girénas belongings were these: passport,
sketchbook, 2 pens, 23 photos, postcard, leather covers, S visiting cards, 2 boxes with medica-
ments, pocket-book with certificates, centimetric scale, 3 one dollar banknotes, 1 dollar and 25
cent coins, phial of morphine, handkerchief, 2 golden five dollars, 2 ten cents and 3 one cent coins,
St. Christopher medal, key, pocket-book*. V. Kaupas forwarded these things to the Commission:
a piece of plane linen, watch advertisement, big impregnated and small envelopes, a written sheet
of paper, cutout from the newspaper, navigation table. Commission took over 16 different types of

maps: night lines Berlin-Hanover-Amsterdam and London-Cologne-Ireland, Great Britain and Ire-

? Ibidem (further — ibid.), 1. 2.
3 Ibid.
“ Tbid.
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land, Europe, Russia, Scotland, New York-Newfoundland, Calais-Cologne, Dublin-London, USA,
Europe reviews, N 13, L 14, K 13, MNO 14 and compass maps®. According to the data of this Act
total of 137 museum valuables were sold. Some of the personal belongings have been returned to the
pilot’s families. The certificate, issued by the Aero Club of Lithuania on September 25, 1933 shows
that these captain’s S. Girénas belongings were given to the Darius sister’s Aurelija (Lora) husband
J. Nalsonas (Naslénas): wallet with 11 dollars and 31 cent, unnamed coin, watch, comb, pocketknife
and a pen®.

The plane’s housing and wings were covered with the orange linen, but not all parts of the lin-
en of “Lituanica® reached the museum. Local people, who were the first ones to reach the catastro-
phe place, took the part of it. Hattendorf, the major of German Air Forces, who was responsible for
the investigation of the catastrophe, confirmed it. When going to the place of the catastrophe he saw
people bringing some orange cloth pieces. Later major Hattendorf was pleading to the correspondent
of ELTA that the previously mentioned German office knew nothing about the flight of the ,,Lituani-
ca“. Only on July 17, around 10 o’clock, news about the crash reached the Berlin (the plane actually
crashed at 0:36 A. M.) and at that time major Hattendorf left for the catastrophe place of “Lituanica®.

When major A. Maciuika came to Soldin from Lithuania, German police strictly command-
ed the local people to return the “souvenirs”: the plane parts, that they took from the catastrophe
place. Those who were not complying with the order, were threatened with the death punishment.
Some got scared and brought back the parts. But from the documents, which reached the museum
later, we can see that not everyone obeyed. On August 18, 1933 Soldin mayor E. Eicholz in his
letter to DZozefina Petrus, woman who was living in USA and knew S. Darius’ family, promised to
send a piece of orange “Lituanica®.

The daughter of S. Darius, Nijolé Dariaté-Mastariené, wrote a book called “Darius and

5 Ibid, 1.3.
©  Lithuanian Flying Club certification, 25 September 1933, ibid., 1. 4.



Girénas” where she depicted the memories of the first Lithuanians to come to the place of the
catastrophe. She mentioned that local people were picking up plane wreckages and bringing them
home’.

Later the “Lituanica® was brought to the Workshop of the Military Aviation and it got
robbed once again, but this time by the Lithuanians themselves. In 1933 journal “Trimitas“ (The
Trumpet) wrote that the soldier of the Guard Company of the Military Aviation Petras Dzidzevii-
us was painting a big picture of “Lituanica® on the linen, which was ripped off from the plane
wings. He drew the natural size pilots with the front of the plane next to them and orange “Lituan-
ica” plane, flying in the blue sky. The plan was to hang the painting in the barracks of the Military
Aviation Guard Brigade. From the extant photograph we can see that the plan was successful. But
apparently, at the beginning of the first Soviet Union occupation, it was hanged down, because in
1940 Soviet army took over the barracks. The destiny of the painting is still unclear.

During the Government designated sitting of the Interdepartmental Commission for the
protection of S. Darius and S. Girénas bodies, which took part on September 22, 1933, it was
decided that the “Lituanica” wreckages, stored in the War Museum, have to be exhibited to the
visitors. “Keeping in mind the integrity of the wreckages in question and the complex plane restoration
works, Commission reached a broad consensus, that the only one capable of completing this job ®is the
Military Aviation Workshop and, therefore, decided to address the appropriate War Superior. In the
lieutenant-general’s V. Naglevi¢ius order No. 697 for the General Directing Staff Superior is being
announced “1. “Lituanica” remains and Darius and Girénas bodies should join Vytautas the Great
Museum aviation department; 2.Most distinctive and “Lituanica” wreckages and all for the exposition
suitable bodies should be properly arranged and put on the Aviation department exhibition. A precise

“

and small “Lituanica” model (place economy®) should be displayed in the same place...

" N. Dariiité-Mastariené, Darius ir Girénas, Vilnius, 1991, p. 170.

8 The letter of the Joint Committee of Republic of Lithuania in charge of RIP captain Darius and lieutenant Girénas bodies to the
Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 18 October 1933, VDKMA, b. 59, 1. 6.

7 The writing No. 697 of the Chief of War Museum of the Ministry of National Defence Republic of Lithuania lieutenant general
V. Nagevicius to the Head of the Joint Board of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 4 December 1933, ibid,, 1. 10.
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On October 28, 1933, permanent Museum’s Aviation Department Regulation Commis-
sion was assigned in order to regularize the War Museum’s Aviation Department and to upholster
“Lituanica’s“ exposition. Major Antanas Maciuika (chairman), major Jonas Spokevicius and lieu-
tenant Jonas Mikénas were the members of the Commission. Later Commission’s composition
changed: major Vytautas Jablonskis changed major J. Spokevicius and major Vytautas Cemarka
became the chairman.

November 17, 1933 General Staff colonel Stasys Pundzevicius in his rapport No. 5898 is
writing to his superior that on November 14 ‘Lituanica” wreckages will be brought from to the
War Museum to the Military Aviation Workshop and there it will be sorted out and prepared for
the exposition. Colonel S. Pundzeviius raised a question: ,How to act with “Lituanica” and with
the dead pilots bodies, when accommodating them to the new museum premises and how to organise all
the Aviation department, because when restoring Darius and Girénas bodies other aviation department
exhibits "will also have to be reorganized”. Unfortunately Ministry of National Defense refused to
grant funds, so the money had to be taken from the Museum’s budget and from the donations,
which were collected for the construction of Darius and Girénas monument. February 21, 1934,
War Museum Aviation Department Regulation Commission discussed the matter of relics of
transatlantic flight preparation and allocating in exposition once more and therefore decided “to
strengthen and display bigger “Lituanica’s” wreckages on in advance the prepared building and cover
them with glass behind the glass a table with all the flying navigation devices has to be prepared together
with data and characteristics; to prepare the model of the “Lituanica’ 1:10 under the glass building, the
bottom of which would be the prominent ocean view; to prepare a table under the glass; where all the fly-
ing navigation devices with explanations are displayed; to prepare the graphical view of the preparation
to the flight and road; put remains in the glass cases, to prepare the mobile cabinet of the pilots life photos

and glass-case for foreign press cut-outs“!.

10" The report of the Head of the Military Aviation of the Ministry of National Defence Republic of Lithuania colonel of general
staff S. Pundzevi¢ius to the Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 17 November 1933, ibid., 1. 9.

! The session protocol of the Committee for the Aviation Section organizating of War Museum of the Ministry of National
Defence Republic of Lithuania, 21 February 1934, ibid., 1. 16.



The budget needed for these works was 14 600 litas'. On December S, 1934, Darius and
Girénas Monument Construction Committee had already collected 1735 litas and transferred
1000 litas" for installation of the “Lituanica’s” exposition. During the Board meeting Lithuani-
an Aero Club decided to make the contribution '“to the exposition. March 27, 1935, Darius and
Girénas Monument Construction Committee announced that from the monument funds 6000
litas will be given to the Lituanica’s exposition arrangement'’.

December 13, 1934, according to the detailed plan Nr. 40'°, Minister Cabinet decided to
appoint Vytautas the Great Museum hall. For the exhibition arrangement the project confirmed
by the Military Aviation Superior was made. In accordance with this project the ,Lituanica“ model
had to be displayed on relief gypsum base (which is worth 1200 litas'”) made especially by the
sculptor Roberto Antinio. June 3, 1935 “Lietuvos aidas“ (eng. Lithuanian echo) wrote: “May 14 of
this year after the flag rising ceremony the War Museum administration together with lieutenant
general doctor Nagevicius, with the disabled military personnel team and orchestra participating,
took over § halls in the second floor of Vytautas the Great Museum and placed , Lituanica’s” plane
wreckage in them. Halls were locked down and keys were in disposition of Vytautas the Great
Committee, but the War Museum Administration came into these halls without informing the
Committee. After two days War Museum administration took over other premises in a similar
way'®. “For the “Lituanica’s” exposition much smaller hall in the second floor was assigned. Later

Ministers Cabinet has made an order approving this general’s V. Nagevicius decision. The new hall

12 The protocol of the Committee for Darius and Girénas Section organizing in Vytautas the Great Museum, ibid., L. 24.

13 The letter of the Committe for Darius and Girénas Monument Building chairman professor Z. Zemaitis to the Head of the
Military Aviation, S December 1934, ibid., 1. 21.
1

The writing of the Lithuanian Flying Club chairman professor Z. Zemaitis to the Head of the Military Aviation, 15 January
1935, ibid,, 1.28.

15 The writing of the Committee for Darius and Girénas Monument Building paymaster M. Plausinaitis to the chairman of the
Committee for the Aviation Section organizating of War Museum, 27 March 1935, ibid., 1. 32.

!®" The report of the Committee for the Aviation Section organizating of War Museum of the Ministry of National Defence Repu-
blic of Lithuania chairman major V. Cemarka to the Head of the Military Aviation, 31 January 1938, ibid., 1. 49.

1" The imprest receipt of sculptor R. Antinis for making “Lituanica” model base, 3 January 1935, ibid,, L. 25.

'8 Vytauto Didziojo komiteto paaiskinimas dél Vytauto DidZiojo muziejaus patalpy naudojimo, Lietuvos aidas, 1935 m. birzelio 3
d., Nr. 126, p. 10.
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was one third smaller that then hall No. 40". Due to the shortage of place it was decided to destroy
the embossed gypsum base illustrating the surface of the ocean and the model itself consign to
the Aviation Warrant Officers Club. November 26, 1935 forester of the Kaunas Turzénai forest
enterprise gave broken and dug out pine to the War Museum Aviation department. This pine was
used in the exposition”. In the November 27 Lithuanian Aero Club forwarded pilot clothes to the
museum. 12 of S. Darius and 13 S. Girénas clothes were consigned?'. In the museum archive is a
document, which gives the evidence that the Military Aviation Photo Service received and con-
signed to the Military Aviation Archive the 106 minutes sound movie, illustrating the preparation
for the flight and the place of the catastrophe®, unfortunately, later the film disappeared.

November 19, 1935 ,Lietuvos aidas“ (eng. “Lithuanian echo”) announced a contest for
the Darius and Girénas bas-relief creation. Museum bought the bas-reliefs created by sculptors
J. Mikénas and P. Aleksandravi¢ius, who won on 1 and 2 awards in the contest?.

During 1956-1962 the funds of S. Darius and S. Girénas has increased, because in 1935
museum values from USA of Aleksandras Rackus were brought and forwarded to Vytautas the
Great War Museum (later - VGWM).

A.Rackus was born in 1893, in Cekigkeé, in the the book smuggler’s Vytautas Rackus family.
In 1910 he moved to USA. In 1912-1913, he was studying in St. Laurent College in Montreal

and working in the college museum. A. Rackus founded Lithuanian Numismatics and History

The report of the Committee for the Aviation Section organizating of War Museum of the Ministry of National Defence Repu-
blic of Lithuania chairman major V. Cemarka to the Head of the Military Aviation, 31 January 1938, ibid., 1. 49.

The letter No. 209 of TurZzénai forestry officer of the Directorate of Kaunas forests of Republic of Lithuania to Committee for
the Aviation Section organizating of the War Museum, 26 November 1935, ibid., 1. 37

2l The letter No. 2798 of Lithuanian Flying Club executive M. Plauginaitis to the chairman of the Committee for “Lituanica I”
section organizing of Vytautas the Great Museum, 27 November 1935, ibid., 1. 38.

The letter No. 76 of the Committee for the Aviation Section organizating of War Museum of the Ministry of National Defence
Republic of Lithuania chairman lieutenant colonel A. Maciuika to the Head of the Military Aviation, 4 December 1935, ibid., 1.
40v.

The copyright assigning of Kaunas Art School lecturer, sculptor J. Mikénas to the War Museum, 21 January 1936, ibid,, 1. 44;
The copyright assigning of sculptor P. Aleksandravi¢ius to the War Museum, 22 January 1936, ibid.,, 1. 45.



Association in Chicago, 1917. The association was working till 1936. Members were collecting
Lithuanian antiques, materials about book smugglers and press prohibition, documents impor-
tant for the American Lithuanians. Because of A. Rackus one of the first museums was founded in
1931 it had the biggest numismatic collection, which was famous for its values and unique quan-
tity. In 1922, in Chicago he finished medical studies. While working as a doctor, he continued
to write about history and numismatics. A. Ra¢kus gathered an incredibly diverse collection of
numismatics, ethnography, press, archeology, mineralogy and other historically valuable things. In
1926 he presented a large part of his collection to Vytautas the Great Culture Museum (now Na-
tional M. K. Ciurlionis Art Museum). In 1935 A. Ra¢kus came to Lithuania to participate in the
first Global Lithuanian Congress. On this occasion he brought some interesting museum material.
All collection had more 80 000 exhibits, so it took few times to bring it. Ministry of Education
bought this collections (more than 50 000 exhibits) and gave the large part of it to the museum
mentioned before. Between October 1, 1936 and April 1, 1938, A. Rackus was holding the office
of Vytautas the Great Culture Museum’s history department manager. While working in the muse-
um A. Rackus continued to manage and systematize museum valuables. In 1940 he came back to
the USA and founded a private Lituanistics Museum. Before his death in 1965 he gave a large part
of his collection to the collector S. Balzekas, at that founding Lithuanian Culture Museum. Among
2636 brought exhibits there were S. Darius and S. Girénas transatlantic flight exhibits and relics,
things representing the heroic flights of such pilots like Feliksas Vaitkus, Juozas Janusauskas and
others. Part of A. Ra¢kus museum valuables from Kaunas Art Museum (previously Vytautas the
Great Culture Museum) was given to the National History Museum. Studying archival material we
see that during 1956-1962 around 2 000 press exhibits and 50 photos were consigned to the Mu-
seum collections. Those are the documents related with preparations of S. Darius and S. Girénas
transatlantic flight in United States of America. The Committee to support American Lithuanians
flight was leaded by the Lithuanian consul in Chicago Antanas Kalvaitis. All the documentation

83



84

was in his possession. Practically all the archives of the A. Rackus brought collection, except the
small part, which was later acquired by collector S. Balzekas (kept in the Balzekas Museum of Lith-
uanian Culture in Chicago were brought by A. Rac¢kus to Lithuania). There are Darius and Girénas
transatlantic flight sponsors financial reports, the funds sponsors issued ticket books, declarations
about the financial support given by the sponsors, honor sponsors lists, leaflets and invitations
to the aviation festivals, S. Darius and S. Girénas wills with original signatures, especially for the
advertising and sponsorship of the flight released envelopes, letter paper, letters, witnessing the
beginning of air mail between USA and Lithuania, as well as the consul’s Antanas Kalvaitis and
transatlantic flight sponsors correspondence. A bunch of S. Darius letters to the Leona Gaizaité,
Lithuanian consul in Chicago A. Kalvaitis and other Lithuanian Americans, who sponsored the
flight financially were collected and forwarded. The most interesting exhibits are 3 “Lituanica”
plane repair bills and “Bellanca’s“ ownership contract. As well as the engineer’s E. M. Laird work-
shop documentation: bills for the performed maintenance works, cheques, contracts, different
purchase receipts and invoices of the engine, propeller, instruments, details, gas, oil. In the press
collections telegrams, announcements and condolence letters, correspondence with Lithuanian
Aero Club, foreign press articles on this tragic event are saved. In some way a separate part makes
the monument construction in Chicago funds documentation: sponsor lists, receipts, given to the
sponsors, correspondence between consul A. Kalvaitis and American-Lithuanians concerning the
gathering of the funds, invitations to the events, where the money were raised for the monument
construction. The correspondence of the sculptors, who were participating in the monument pro-
ject contest. “Lituanica II” and “Lituanica III” transatlantic flight preparation museum valuables
make a separate collection part.

The photo collection, received from A. Rackus is not very large. Mostly there are pictures
with moments of the preparation for the flight such as “Lituanica’s“ consecration festival, aviation

days, moments of tragic the death commemoration events, all over which took place the United



States, lieutenant’s Feliksas Vaitkus transatlantic flight with “Lituanica II* and the moment, when
the monument in Chicago, Market Park was unveiled. Not all documents and pictures from
A. Rackus collection are stamped with the personal Rackus archival stamp. Apart from previo-
usly mentioned press and pictures exhibits, “Lituanica“ model is stored in the museum collections.
This model is made by Edvardas Pitkus and won by A. Ra¢kus with Darius and Girénas monument
construction Committee ticket No. 43. The model was brought to Lithuania and forwarded to the
Vytautas the Great Museum of Culture. Now it’s displayed in the Vytautas the Great Museum of
War “Lituanica’s“ exposition.

February 16, 1936 new premises of Museum Vytautas the Great were opened. Since that
time visitors were able to see still unfinished “Lituanica’s“ exposition. The hall was finished only
in 1937 and cost 769182 litas. This also is seen from the September 28, 1937 brigadier general
V. Nagevicius console’s phonogram, in which he required to speed up hall installations, to fix notes
and change glass*. This exposition was added with F. Vaitkus flight relics, lived through soviet
and Hitler occupations. When soviet army got closer to the Lithuania, it became clear that all of
the nation’s relics are at risk of being destroyed. Therefore, it was not known how Germans will
oppose, if the cities will be damaged. The Superior of the War Museum brigadier-general V. Na-
gevicius was afraid of bombings and loss of exhibits so on February 5, 1944 he signed the order for
the composition of the Commission. The members of Commission became responsible reserve
majors Z. Valaitis, V. Jablonskis and J. Mikénas, reserve lieutenant-colonel K. Ali$auskas® be-
came the Commission chairman. Commission and Darius and Girénas Committee representative
A. T. Zauka examined exhibits and decided that it is not possible to safely carry out the wreckages
of “Lituanica’, so they decided to leave it in the same place and put small exhibits in the boxes and

temporary bring to the hiding-place. The question of hiding-place was not raised®. It is unclear if

2 The phonogram of the Chief of War Museum of the Ministry of National Defence Republic of Lithuania brigadier general
V. Nagevicius to the Head of Military Aviation, 28 September 1937, ibid,, 1. 48.

% The security act of Darius ir Girénas section exhibits of the Committee of the War Museum, S February 1944, ibid., b. 95, 1, 1.
2 Tbid.
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the plan was successful. In fact one very important document survived — detailed inventory act of
the exhibits. We can compare it with the Act of 1933 and see, what survived the occupation and
what did not. In the Post-war period the Funds relics were saved in the museum vaults and exposi-
tion was liquidated. “Lituanica “returned to the museum hall only in 1958, unfortunately, this hall
was even smaller. On the annual 25th Darius and Girénas death commemoration the newspaper
“Tiesa“ (The Truth) wrote: “Yesterday in Kaunas historical museum Commission approved a new
renovated and complemented hall, which is dedicated to the famous Lithuanian pilot’s Darius and
Girénas flight over the Atlantic (... ) New exposition was opened for public?’

In the beginning of the 8" decade of the XX* century M. K. Ciurlionis Art Museum con-
signed three “Lituanica’s” plane board’s linen pieces with lists of flight honor sponsors names. These
plane linen pieces did not fly across the Atlantic. They were replaced in New York and brought back
to Lithuania together with the rest of the A. Rackus collection.

The fund is constantly renewed with new S. Darius and S. Girénas transatlantic flight mu-
seum valuables such as pictures, capturing tragic anniversary commemoration moments in Li-
thuania, Poland and United States of America. In 1966 Michalina Glezoraité gave the museum
original pictures of the V. Dulaitis, which captured the lasts “Lituanica’s“ moments in Lithuania.
Very interesting are the pictures of the discovery of the pilot’s bodies and of the funeral in Au-
gust 12,1964, S. Darius and S. Girénas medical bodies analysis acts. Important exhibits are the
manuscripts of the people who were protecting the memory of the heroes. In 1983 S. Lukosius
forwarded the slides collection (285 pieces). In the same year on July 15 the new “Lituanica”
exposition was opened. Museum researchers, lead by the Head of Unit Arvydas Pocianas, wor-
ked very long till they rearranged the hall, dedicated to the commemoration of the S. Darius and
S. Girénas transatlantic flight. Museum researchers, LSSR Art Restoration Centre specialists (now
Pranas Gudynas Centre for Restoration), veteran pilots, “Dailés” (“Art”) complex and other orga-

nizations and establishments were met with the new M. Lakavi¢ius made stained-glass, restored

2T Tzymiy lakiiny Zygiui atminti, Tiesa, 1958 m. liepos 17, Nr.167, p. 4.



pilot clothes and other exhibits, enriching the exhibition. Restoring S. Girénas clothes were found
1 five, hundred, ten and 2 twenty dollar banknotes, sawn up in the pockets under the lining. In the
museum’s exhibition hall the exposition, dedicated to commemoration of the 50th transatlantic fli-
ght anniversary was opened. Paintings of the artist, drawn before as well as for this occasion, were
displayed. The museum bought Edmundas Miskinis painting “Darius and Girénas flight across
Atlantic ocean” and Petras Stauskas painting “Darius and Girénas®

In 1990 in the museums’ fund were consigned audio cassette with S. Darius daughter Nijolé
Dariuté-Mastariené’s memories about her father, recorded only one month before his death.

Very important are new publications, postcards, stamps, posters, Lithuanian foreign press
periodicals, badges, medals, research material on this subject. Museum collection is constantly re-
newed with this material. Interesting is the transatlantic flight commemoration material: donations
collection sheets, sponsor lists, stickers, attributes, documentary about monument construction in
Kaunas. Documents concerning the monument in the death place in Soldine preservation , also
museum’s cabin construction and installation documentation and pictures are also kept. Museum
collections are constantly renewed with the art works. In 1933 folk artist’s Kostas Toleikis amber
mosaic “The tragedy of Lituanica“ was bought, the portraits of S. Darius and S. Girénas painted by
the painter Janina Malinauskaité and other art works were bought as well. When an international
exlibris competition “S. Darius and S. Girénas in memoriam“ ended, to commemorate the 60
anniversary of the transatlantic flight, all the exlibris participating in the contest were displayed in
the Vytautas the Great War Museum. After exhibition 76 exlibris were consigned to the museum’s
art collections. For the commemoration of this event the other exhibition was arranged. In this
exhibition for the first time all the collection documents, witnessing the problems preparing for
the first transatlantic flight, its realization and commemoration were displayed.

For the 60" S. Darius and S. Girénas transatlantic flight jubilee anniversary commemorative

10 Lt coin was released (author P. Garska). War Museum bought this coin as well. Museum nu-
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mismatic collections were added with 10 litas banknotes with the faces of S. Darius and S. Girénas
(painter G. Jonaitis).

With the efforts of the aviation historian from the United States of America Edmundas
Jasitinas® in 1933 the funds were renewed with the unique exhibits. S. Darius’ sister Kotryna
Stulpiniené saved and donated to the Vytautas the Great War Museum the first “Bellanca M-6300
Model CH" propeller, made in the Hamilton Standard Propellers Corporation and S. Darius’ per-
sonal album, where pictures of his life in Lithuania and USA, - sticked by the pilot himself. In
1996 numismatic collection was renewed by the medal founded in 1993 (author P. Gargka) and
dedicated to the 100* S. Darius birth anniversary. By the President of Lithuania Republic decree
people who deserved well of Lithuanian country were awarded with this medal. In 1997 in Kau-
nas, Vytautas avenue, when S. Darius and S. Girénas mausoleum place was found, the mausoleum
construction and devices remains were brought to the museum.

In 1997 a shipment of museum valuables from USA reached the museum: E. Jasianas col-
lected and systematized archive, of 31 volumes. 18 volumes of historical material is dedicated to
the S. Darius and S. Girénas activity till the transatlantic flight, as well as the obstacles, that the
emigrants had to face, when solving commemoration problems. These are documentation, press,
flight investigation and correspondence material. Historical material of F. Vaitkus dedicated to the
second Lithuanians transatlantic flight is the 11 volumes. In 2 volumes collected pictures and doc-
uments about activity of the aviation engineer brigadier general Antanas Gustaitis. In 18 volumes
about S. Darijus and S. Girénas transatlantic flight 2147 exhibits are collected: 1057 pictures, 1089
press and 1 numismatic badge (these badges were sold for 25 cents in the aviation festival, when
raising funds for the transatlantic flight). During the session of Vytautas the Great War Museum
Commission in March 2, 1999, it was decided, that because of the abundance and significance of

these collections the ,L* sign have to be assigned to them and name it - Collections of “Lituanica’

% E.Jasitinas died in 27 June 2007, buried in Romainiai cemetery, Kaunas.



Reviewing previously mentioned historical material 2" and 17" volumes have to be mentioned,
where the letters of P. Jurgéla (Flight Across the Atlantic the Planning Committee secretary),
B. Spudiené (S. Darius and S. Girénas Monument Building Committee member), S. Mikolaitiené
(A. Girénas’ cousin), A. Vaivada (journalist, who suggested the name of ‘Lituanica’), K. Stulpiniené
(S. Darius’ sister), major J. Pyragius (pilot), P Lubinas (future European basketball champion),
N. Dariaté-Mastariené’s letters are collected. In 11" volume there is important documentation of
S. Darius and S. Girénas Monument Construction funds.

In 2000 Amateur Runners Association members, who on July 12-19, 1998 were participat-
ing in the run “Kaunas-Soldine”, gave the relay-race capsule to Vytautas the Great War Museum of
as a symbol of respect to pilots. The capsule was filled with ground collected from the birth places
of national heroes in Judrénai and Vytogala and from their monument in Kaunas.

In 2000-2001 “Lituanica” memorial hall was rearranged and renewed. Due to the insuf-
ficient funds, only the exposition was changed. The hall is complemented with photos from the
personal S. Darius album and the first “Belanca M-6300 Model CH* propeller. The Hall was not
reconditioned.

In March, 2001 from Kaunas Medical University public museum premises the pieces of
clothes in which S. Darius and S. Girénas were dressed (from March 1, 1937 to October 3, 1963)
were taken. It was one of the pilot’s tie, S. Darius’ and S. Girénas’ shoes, fragment of the leath-
er liner. These exhibits were in a very bad condition, because after the flooding in the year 1946
embalmed and mured up for a long time pilots bodies were flooded in the Medical University
elevator shaft. The museum’s restorers preserved the clothes. In public museum left only coffins, in
which the embalmed S. Darius and S. Girénas bodies were put till it would be reburied in 1964. In
November of 2005 according to the Republic of Lithuania Culture minister order No. 521 Lithua-
nian Pharmacy and Medicine History Museum of Kaunas Medical University had to permanently

forward the keeping of cooper coffins of S. Darius and S. Girénas to the Vytautas the Great War
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Museum. In these coffins with special filters (March, 1937 — September 1963) in Kaunas Univer-
sity Medical Faculty and mausoleum, specially built in city cemetery (Kaunas, Vytautas Avenue)
were kept embalmed bodies of S. Darius and S. Girénas.

During the session of Vytautas the Great War Museum Fund Commission on December,
2003 it was decided to buy the triptych of the painter Geruéis Kalpokas — wood print (wood car-
ving on the paper), dedicated to the commemoration of the S0th anniversary transatlantic flight.
In the March of the next year Lithuanian National Olympic Committee consigned a prize “Tri-
umfas“ (The Triumph) to the collections of the museum. The author of the prize is the sculptor S.
Kuzma and the prize was made to S. Darius as the best XX century sport’s tutor (IlIrd place) with
which he was awarded after his death.

In May, 2004 LNK television news service granted through Embassy of the Republic of
Lithuania in United States of America bought and consigned to the Vytautas the Great War Mu-
seum the unique archival video footage in which in July 15, 1933 “Fox News Network® filmed the
raising of the legendary “Lituanica® plane from New York airport and the last S. Darius goodbye
words. S. Darius said journalists in English: “Transatlantic flight is not very difficult if you have
the appropriate equipment well prepared. I think that our journey from New York to Lithuania,
Kaunas should not be very difficult®. USA journalists end the story in this way: ,Girénas is waving
goodbye and say “goodbye” to the world. After a successful flight across Atlantic these brave pilots
died in Soldin town, one hundred miles north from Berlin®

In April, 2006 painter Rimtas Tarabilda presented two linocuts of his father the painter
Petras Tarabilda “Pieta® from the cycle “Lituanica” vicit Atlanticum”. In 1940 composition was
carved on linoleum and in 1942 it was printed on the on handmade Japanese rise paper and on the
yellowish paper. There is a signature of the artist on the linocuts.

In the summer of 2007 Jonas A. StundZia came to Lithuania and presented to Vytautas the

Great War Museum in the second part of the 4* decade of the XX* century American-Lithuanian



stitched towel, dedicated to the commemoration of the transatlantic flight of “Lituanica®. He also
consigned P. Jurgéla is book “Sparnuoti lietuviai Darius ir Girénas“ (‘Winged Lithuanians Darius
and Girénas”) and the colored poster painted by American-Lithuanian J. Arlauskas, which was
printed in the USA.

THE END
According to the data of the year 2013, more than 7000 exhibits are being stored in the
Vytautas the Great War Museum. With such rich collection we can fully reveal the history of the
first Lithuanian transatlantic flight. We hope that the museum’s collections will get new exhibits in

future will be enriched as well.
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